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The  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


INTRODUCTION. 

In  presenting  this  report  it  is  gratifying  to  record  that,  after  the  strain  of 
five  years  of  war,  the  health  of  the  Borough  remains  in  a  satisfactory  state.  To 
this  several  factors  contribute.  Employment  has  continued  high,  the  nutrition 
of  the  nation  has  been  maintained,  and  the  weather  on  the  whole  during  the 
year  has  not  been  of  such  a  nature  as  to  produce  any  marked  adverse  effects 
on  those  age  groups  more  readily  affected.  In  addition  we  have  again  been 
fortunate  in  escaping  any  large  epidemic  of  serious  infectious  disease. 

The  progressive  war-time  increase  in  the  birth  rate  continues,  while  the 
death  rate  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  show  appreciable  reduction  on  those  of 
the  previous  year.  A  maternal  mortality  rate  of  less  than  one-half  per  thousand 
live  and  still  births  is  worthy  of  special  note. 

On  looking  at  the  record  of  infectious  diseases  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  has  to  be  noted.  The  great  majority  of  the 
cases,  however,  have  been  of  a  mild  type.  Diphtheria  and  tuberculosis  show  a 
slight  decrease,  and  there  has  been  an  appreciable  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  scabies  and  venereal  disease. 

The  normal  routine  work  of  the  various  departments  has  been  carried  on 
with  little  change  from  the  previous  year,  and  there  is  nothing  of  major  import¬ 
ance  on  which  to  make  any  special  comment  here.  War-time  difficulties  have 
continued  and  some  curtailment  of  activities  in  certain  directions  has  again  been 
unavoidable.  All  concerned  have,  however,  continued  to  discharge  their  duties 
in  a  most  zealous  and  efficient  manner,  and  a  word  of  thanks  to  them  is  due. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Council  appreciation  is  expressed  for  their  continued 
support  and  consideration. 


J.  WALKER, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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F.  A.  SHARPE,  M.D.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 


For  the  past  24  years  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
this  Borough  had  been  presented  by  the  late  Dr.  Sharpe,  and 
the  present  Report  would  be  incomplete  without  some  tribute 
to  the  man  and  his  work. 

His  sudden  passing  from  our  midst  on  February  21st,  1945, 
after  an  illness  of  only  a  few  hours,  came  as  a  profound  shock 
to  all  who  knew  him,  and  was  a  grievous  loss  to  the  municipality 
and  to  his  profession. 

Coming  to  Preston  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  1920, 
Dr.  Sharpe  found  great  scope  for  his  abilities  in  the  development 
of  the  public  health  services  which  naturally  followed  on  the 
establishment  of  the  newly-created  Ministry  of  Health. 

Under  his  able  direction  the  succeeding  years  were  marked 
by  rapid  progress,  and  the  present  position  of  the  health  services 
of  the  town  bears  striking  testimony  to  his  high  administrative 
skill  and  organising  powers.  He  had,  moreover,  a  very  wide 
knowledge  of  his  profession  and  displayed  a  thorough  grasp  of 
the  detailed  work  of  all  the  departments  under  his  control. 
Throughout  his  tenure  of  office  he  received  the  full  confidence 
of  the  Council  in  his  judgment  and  ability. 

Of  his  personal  characteristics  those  that  stood  out  pre¬ 
eminently  were  his  absolute  integrity,  his  charm  of  manner,  his 
ever  ready  wit,  and  his  unswerving  loyalty  to  his  colleagues. 

Those  who  knew  him  more  intimately  soon  discovered  the 
sterling  qualities  of  his  character  and  felt  for  him  an  affection 
which  deepened  with  the  years. 

His  personality  leaves  an  abiding  memory  with  those  who 
had  the  privilege  of  being  numbered  among  his  friends. 
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A* — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Districts 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,757  acres 

Population  (estimated,  mid.  1944)  ...  108,190 

Summary  of  Social  and  Vital  Statistics* 

Total  cost  of  the  services  administered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
Hospitals  Committee,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  and  the 
School  Medical  Service  Sub-Committee  of  the  Education  Committee  for 
the  year  ending  March  31st,  1944,  was  as  follows  : 

Expenditure  ...  ...  £i59,4i3 

Income .  £73>43^ 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Birth  Rate 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

1838 

925 

913 

16.99 

Illegitimate 

194 

108 

86 

1.79 

No.  of  Still  Births  ... 

64 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  30 

Deaths — Nett 

1386 

Rate  per 

1,000  population. ..12.81 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  43-67 

Number  of  Marriages — 968. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child  birth 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  Live  and  Still  Births 
From  Sepsis  ...  ...  -  0.00 

From  other  causes  ...  i  0.48 

Death  rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 
Legitimate — 56.  Illegitimate — 88.  '  Total — 59. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  202 
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B* — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

L — Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority*  See  previous  reports. 

2* — Nursing  in  the  Home* 

(a)  General* 

The  Council  contributes  £200  per  annum  to  the  Preston  District  Nursing 
Association,  and  is  represented  on  the  Committee  of  Management.  The 
Association  is  organised  into  ward  committees.  The  Provident  Scheme 
provides  a  substantial  portion  of  the  revenue.  The  work  during  1943  showed 
a  decrease  compared  with  that  done  in  1942.  The  organisation  is  well  sup¬ 
ported  and  is  increasing  its  scope  of  usefulness  and  service.  In  addition  to  the 
above  Association,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  maintains  five  nursing  sisters, 
members  of  religious  orders,  in  the  Moorfields  Convent,  and  a  similar  number 
in  a  Home  in  Moor  Park  Avenue.  Most  of  these  nurses  are  fully  trained  ; 
their  duties  include  not  only  nursing,  but  such  other  domestic  duties  as  may 
arise. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases* 

The  Preston  District  Nursing  Association  undertakes  the  nursing  of 
measles,  whooping  cough,  pneumonia,  and  other  cases  of  infectious  disease 
not  usually  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

3* — Midwives  Practising  in  the  Area* 

Thirty-one  midwives  gave  notice  of  intention  to  practise  during  the  year, 
nine  of  whom  were  salaried  midwives.  Twenty  of  these  are  employed  in 
maternity  hospitals  or  homes  and  do  no  domiciliary  midwifery. 

A  non-medical  supervisor  was  appointed  in  November,  1937. 

4* — National  Health  Insurance* 

Mr.  W.  Leyland,  Clerk  to  the  Preston  Insurance  Committee,  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  information. 

The  number  of  persons  in  the  County  Borough  entitled  to  Medical 
Benefit  on  31st  December,  1944,  was  60,271.  Of  this  number  58,998  were 
members  of  Approved  Societies,  the  remaining  1,273  being  Deposit  Contri¬ 
butors.  The  total  is  a  decrease  of  480  on  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  60,751. 

The  mean  number  of  insured  persons  actually  on  doctors'  lists  for  the 
year  was  58,100,  and  the  number  on  the  list  of  Approved  Institutions  was 
1,533- 

In  1944  the  number  of  prescriptions  issued  was  268,096,  and  was  a 
decrease  of  18,090  on  the  1943  figure.  The  average  number  of  prescriptions 
issued  per  insured  person  was  4.59,  as  compared  with  4.9  for  1943,  4.55  for 
1942,  and  4.46  for  1941. 
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The  total  drug  bill  for  1944  was  £13,727  i8s.  od.,  the  average  cost  per 
insured  person  being  4s.  8.4id.  Other  years’  figures  are  :  1943,  4s.  8.5id.  ; 
1942,  4s.  3.66d.  ;  1941,  4s.  0.93d.  ;  and  1940,  4s.  o.45d. 

No  tests  of  drugs  or  appliances  under  the  Testing  of  Drugs  Scheme 
were  made  during  the  year  1944.  As  a  general  practice,  this  scheme  has  been 
suspended  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 

On  31st  December,  1944,  there  were  64  practitioners  under  agreement 
with  the  Insurance  Committee.  This  number  includes  all  assistants  and 
the  resident  medical  officer  of  the  Preston  Friendly  Societies’  Medical 
Association,  and  is  an  increase  of  3  on  the  figure  for  1943.  At  the  same  date 
there  were  44  chemists’  establishments  in  the  Borough  undertaking  insurance 
dispensing.  This  figure  is  similar  to  that  of  the  previous  year. 

A  comparative  table  covering  the  years  1935-44,  showing  the  number 
of  insured  persons,  and  the  number  of  prescriptions  issued,  is  given  below  : 


Year 

Insured 

Persons 

No.  of  Prescriptions 
Issued 

1935 

56.733 

285,198 

1936 

57.439 

297,148 

1937 

58,596 

307,019 

1938 

62,391 

283,644 

1939 

62,184 

284,322 

1940 

60,851 

285,933 

1941 

60,669 

253,864 

1942 

61,525 

261,470 

1943 

60,751 

286,186 

1944 

60,271 

268,096 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out-RelieT 

The  duties  of  a  District  Medical  Officer  as 

laid  down  in  the  Public 

Assistance  Order,  1930,  and  the  Districts  with  the  Medical  Officers  attached, 

were  described  in  the  report  for  1931. 

• 

Outdoor  relief  paid  in  respect  of  the  Borough  : — 

Year. 

Amount. 

1934  . 

£  s.  d, 

29321  3  8 

1935  . 

39606  3  I 

1936  . 

37928  I  3 

1938  . 

40765  9  2 

1939  . 

43134  7  6 

r  94“^^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

40762  10  7 

1941 

25697  16  II 

1942 

24473  16  5 

1943 

22229  5  2 

I  .*•  ••• 

28088  II  9 
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6* — Work  done  for  the  Preston  Borough  by  the  Pathological  Department  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary  during  the  year  1944* 

Four  thousand  nine  hundred  examinations  were  carried  out,  the  principal 
items  being  :  milk,  720  ;  sputum,  610  ;  swabs  for  B. Diphtheria,  etc,  3410. 

In  addition  to  the  above  figures  (and  not  included  in  them)  during  1944 
the  following  examinations  were  made  for  the  V.D.  department  : — 


Smears  ?  gonococci  4045  +  culture  ?  G.C.  ...  4112 

Trichomonas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Scrapings  ?  Treponema  pallidum  ...  ...  59 

Cerebro-spinal  fluids  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


Total  ...  ...  ...  4234 


?♦ — Hospitals* 

Preston  Royal  Infirmary* 

Mr.  John  Gibson,  F.H.O.A.,  J.P.,  the  Superintendent  and  Secretary, 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  details  : — 

The  principal  general  hospital  in  the  district  is  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary,  a  voluntary  hospital  of  some  389  beds,  with  Recovery  Homes 
for  men  at  “  The  Willows,''  Ashton  (26  beds)  and  for  Women  and  Children 
at  Lostock  Hall  (46  beds) — 441  normal  beds  in  all,  with  an  additional  37 
wartime  beds.  One  hundred  and  fifty  beds  have  been  reserved  for  the 
treatment  of  wounded  servicemen,  of  whom  743  were  treated  since  “  D  " 
Day. 

The  hospital  offers  a  complete  range  of  service,  is  adequately  equipped 
and  staffed  by  eight  resident  doctors,  as  well  as  visiting  medical  and  surgical 
officers.  Like  most  northern  hospitals,  the  Infirmary  is  suffering  from  a 
shortage  of  nursing  staff,  which  numbered  172  at  the  end  of  1944. 

The  number  of  in-patients  treated  during  the  year  was  8,059,  against 
7,873  in  the  previous  year.  The  daily  average  number  of  in-patients 
(including  babies)  under  treatment  was  385.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty-one 
of  the  in-patients  were  transferred  to  the  Lostock  Hall  Hospital  for  Women 
and  Children,  and  453  in-patients  were  also  moved  to  “  The  Willows  "  Hospital 
for  Men. 

In  the  Maternity  Department  1,006  mothers  were  admitted  as  in-patients, 
of  whom  89  were  emergency  cases.  In  the  Ante-natal  Department  1200 
women  were  examined,  of  whom  171  were  admitted  to  the  Ante-natal  Wards. 
The  attendances  at  these  clinics  totalled  6340,  and  those  at  the  Post-natal 
Clinics  were  :  mothers  988,  babies  861.  There  was  one  maternal  death  (an 
emergency  case)  and  29  child  deaths. 

In  the  Out-patients’  Department  38,471  patients  were  treated,  including 
13,897  accident  and  casualty  cases,  1056  medical,  3467  surgical,  984  dental, 


II 


3725  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  5634  radiological,  632  orthopaedic,  1879 
physiotherapy,  1956  light,  1200  ante-natal,  988  post-natal,  1801  pathological, 
878  venereal  diseases,  172  psychiatric,  395  radium,  29  asthma,  131  heart, 
867  skin  and  220  orthoptic.  The  average  number  treated  daily  (six  days 
weekly)  was  825,  and  the  aggregate  attendances  were  267,361. 

The  distinctive  features  of  the  year’s  work  have  been  the  admission 
and  treatment  of  our  wounded  servicemen  from  foreign  battlefields  and  the 
introduction  of  Penicillin  treatment,  first  of  all  for  military  patients  and 
afterwards  for  civilians.  Many  recoveries,  in  extremely  serious  cases,  have 
resulted,  and  when  larger  supplies  are  available  the  results  should  be  far- 
reaching.  Altogether  54  million  units  were  received  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  dealt  with.  The  work  of  the  Blood  Transfusion  Service  increased 
sharply  during  1944.  Of  the  4560  pints  of  blood  received  from  donors, 
2158  were  used  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  153  at  the  Sharoe  Green  Hospital, 
62  at  the  Mount  Street  Hospital,  105  at  the  Chorley  Hospital,  and  181  at 
the  Whittingham  Emergency  Hospital,  the  remainder  being  sent  to  the 
Regional  Headquarters  for  the  use  of  wounded  members  of  His  Majesty’s 
Forces  serving  abroad.  Only  50  pints  were  used  in  1938.  Though  the 
demands  of  the  Forces  should  drop,  the  civilian  need  (at  present  50  pints 
per  week)  may  rise,  and  planning  to  maintain  the  service  should  not  be 
delayed. 

,  Grateful  thanks  are  extended  to  the  Mayor  of  Preston  (Mr.  Alderman 
Gordon,  J.P.)  for  making  an  appeal  for  blood  donors  in  March,  2790  being 
enrolled  ;  to  the  donors  of  blood  for  their  splendid  generosity  ;  and  to  the 
team  of  workers  who  weekly  undertake  the  collection  of  an  average  of  90 
pints  in  Preston  and  adjacent  districts. 

During  the  past  two  years  Mr.  G.  E.  Delory,  M.Sc.  (Biochemist), 
collaborating  with  Professor  E.  J.  King,  of  the  British  Post-Graduate  School, 
London,  has  continued  research  on  acid  phosphatase,  a  substance  closely 
associated  with  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  cancer  of  the  prostate  gland, 
and  possibly  also  with  the  cause  of  sterility  in  the  male.  Also  study  of 
certain  pigments  in  the  blood  have  thrown  light  on  their  chemical  properties. 

The  British  Empire  Cancer  Campaign  Committee  have  made  a  grant 
to  the  collaborators  as  a  reward  for  their  valuable  work.  Some  of  the  results 
have  been  published  in  the  Biochemical  and  British  Medical  Journals. 

The  new  Orthoptic  Department  was  opened  on  the  ist  January,  1944, 
and  220  children  attended,  making  3659  attendances.  It  is  hoped  to  open 
the  new  Rehabilitation  Department  during  1945. 

The  Board  of  Management  have  continued  cordial  relations  with  the 
Corporation  of  Preston,  and  it  has  recently  been  decided  to  recommence 
meetings  of  the  Local  Joint  Advisory  Committee,  and  it  is  hoped  that  closer 
co-operation  may  result.  The  reciprocal  agreement  for  the  training  of  pupil 
midwives.  Part  I  at  the  Infirmary  and  Part  II  at  the  Sharoe  Green  Hospital, 
has  continued,  as  well  as  the  agreements  for  the  Joint  Maternity  Service 
and  for  Pathological  and  Public  Health  Bacteriological  examinations. 
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SHAROE  GREEN  HOSPITAL* 

General* 

The  return  of  admissions,  discharges  and  deaths  for  the  year  is  contained 
in  the  right-hand  column  of  Table  "A,"  where  it  is  contrasted  with  figures 
for  the  antecedent  five  years. 


TABLE  A*^^ 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

In  Hospital,  Jan.  ist  ... 

181 

149 

226 

198 

181 

187 

Admissions 

1751 

2374 

2477 

2597 

2713 

3228 

Discharges 

1480 

i960 

2146 

2240 

2356 

2882 

Deaths  ... 

303 

337 

359 

368 

357 

338 

In  Hospital,  Dec.  31st 

149 

226 

198 

187 

187 

195 

Patient  Days  ... 

59748 

67764 

70160 

71909 

69099 

71549 

Average  length  of  stay 

34 

29 

28 

28 

25 

22 

The  admissions  to  the  general  wards  show  an  increase  of  465,  and  those 
to  the  Maternity  Wards  an  increase  of  50,  on  last  year’s  figures.  These 
increases  have  been  accompanied  by  an  appreciable  reduction  in  the^  average 
length  of  stay,  and  by  an  encouraging  fall  in  the  gross  death  rate. 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  patients  were  admitted  under  the  Emer¬ 
gency  Medical  Scheme. 

Hospital  Wards* 

Medical  Department. 

In  1944,  979  medical  cases  were  admitted  to  the  wards,  and  there  were 
1172  attendances  as  out-patients. 

Surgical  Department. 

There  were  451  surgical  in-patients  and  1,208  out-patient  attendances. 
In  the  main  surgical  theatre,  223  general  operations  were  performed. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Education  Department,  562  children  were 
admitted  for  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids. 

Gynaecological  Department. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-two  persons  were  admitted  for  gynaecological 
disorders,  which  in  131  instances  required  operative  treatment.  Three 
hundred  and  thirteen  attendances  were  made  as  out-patients. 

Radiological  Department. 

During  the  year,  the  X-Ray  Department  examined  3,458  cases,  650  of 
these  being  in-patients  and  the  remaining  2,808  out-patients,  inclusive  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis.  This  represents  an  all-round  increase  of  688  examina¬ 
tions  over  the  figure  for  1943. 
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Physiotherapy  Department. 

In  1944,  209  new  cases  were  referred  for  treatment.  The  total  number 
of  attendances  was  5,120.  Of  these,  3,005  treatments  consisted  of  massage 
and  2,115  consisted  of  electrotherapy  and  heliotherapy. 

Pathological  Department. 

As  in  previous  years,  this  work  was  undertaken  by  the  Laboratory  of 
the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  F.  B.  Smith.  One 
thousand  two  hundred  and  nineteen  specimens  were  forwarded  for  examina¬ 
tion  during  the  year. 

Dental  Treatment. 

Mr.  A.  E.  J.  Berry  treated  92  persons  for  dental  affections  ;  38  of  these 
cases  were  from  Preston  Institution. 

Classification  of  Diseases* 


Table  ''  B  "  presents  a  systematic  classification 

of  civilian  cases  dealt 

with 

in  the  general  wards  during  the  year. 

Table  **  B/*  1944— Discharges  and  Deaths  :  21 9L 

Discharges. 

Deaths. 

1. 

2. 

Diseases  caused  by  infection  or  infestation 
Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  : 

(a)  Organic  disorders,  tumours,  haemorrhage, 

57 

6 

inflammation,  etc.  ... 

92 

42 

(b)  Functional  disorders 

22 

I 

3. 

Diseases  of  the  eye,  ear  and  nose  ... 

24 

I 

4- 

Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

129 

153 

5- 

Diseases  of  the  blood  and  blood-forming  organs  . . . 

22 

3 

6. 

Diseases  of  the  endocrine  glands  ... 

18 

I 

7- 

Diseases  of  the  breast 

13 

6 

8. 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

179 

48 

9- 

10. 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  system  ... 

Diseases  due  to  disorders  of  nutrition  or 

749 

40 

II. 

metabolism...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Diseases  of  the  generative  system  : 

19 

5 

^3,^  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

12 

— 

(b)  Females  .... 

(i)  associated  with  pregnancy  and 

69 

3 

12. 

parturition 

Diseases  of  bones  and  joints,  muscles,  fasciae. 

226 

5 

l3UrS3*0  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

34 

2 

13- 

Diseases  of  areolar  tissue  ... 

40 

2 

14. 

Diseases  of  the  skin 

64 

I 

15- 

Diseases  of  the  urinary  organs 

24 

12 

16. 

In]  uries,  general  and  local  ... 

40 

3 

17- 

Miscellaneous 

24 

1857 

334 

14 


Of  four  deaths  not  recorded  in  Table  B,”  two  occurred  in  the  Maternity 
Wards  (see  Table  ‘‘  C  ”),  and  two  were  admitted  under  arrangements  for 
Service  and  Police  sick. 

Maternity  Wards* 

Table  “  C  ”  summarises  the  work  of  the  department  for  the  year  1944, 
but  does  not  include  cases  of  abortion  or  miscarriage  (see  Table  “  B  "  ii  (b)  (i)  ) 
or  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  (see  Table  "  B  ”  ii  (b)  (i)  and  Table  “  D  ”). 


TABLE 


In  Hospital,  ist  January,  1944 

24 

Admissions 

964 

Discharges 

950 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

In  Hospital,  31st  December,  1944 
Patients  delivered  : 

36 

Normal  deliveries  ... 

787 

Abnormal  deliveries 

Births  : 

67 

834 

Live  births 

828 

Stillbirths  ... 

26 

854 

The  figure  964  represents  a  record  admission  rate  for  the  Department. 
In  total  births  there  was  an  increase  of  38,  and  in  stillbirths  a  decrease  of 
three,  contrasted  with  the  1943  return. 

Deaths* 

Both  the  deceased  mothers  were  Preston  women. 

One,  a  primigravida,  was  continuously  in  hospital  from  the  time  of  first 
coming  under  observation  until  the  date  of  delivery  at  the  32nd  week  of 
pregnancy.  She  died,  within  a  few  hours  of  Caesarean  section,  from  acute 
heart  failure  due  to  rheumatic  endocarditis. 

The  other  case  successfully  underwent  her  second  Caesarean  section  at 
term,  on  account  of  pelvic  disproportion.  She  collapsed  suddenly,  and  died 
within  a  few  minutes,  on  the  seventh  day -of  the  puerperium.  Death  was 
due  to  a  massive  pulmonary  embolism.  The  infant  survived. 

There  were  20  neo-natal  deaths. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic* 

Eight  hundred  and  twenty-three  persons  attended  for  first  examinations. 
The  total  number  of  attendances  was  6,634. 

Post-Natal  Clinic* 

Five  hundred  and  fifty-three  attendances  were  made  at  this  clinic  for 
the  purpose  of  advice  and  medical  treatment. 
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Puerperal  Ward* 

The  return  for  the  year  is  contained  in  Table  “  D  "  : 


TABLE 

In  Hospital,  ist  January,  1944  ...  ...  4 

Admissions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Discharges  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

In  Hospital,  31st  December,  1944  ...  ...  3 


Admissions  were  derived  from  the  following  sources  : — 


TABLE  E/^ 

Preston  Borough  ...  ...  ...  23 

County  Area  : 

Bamber  Bridge 
Chorley 

Fulwood  ...  ... 

Fleetwood  ... 

Longridge  ... 

Lostock  Hall 
Ly  tham 
Pilling 

Poulton  ...  ... 

St.  Annes  ... 

Staining 
Samlesbury 
Whittle-le-Woods  ... 

Walton-le-Dale 

Warton 


1 

2 

I 

10 

I 

I 

I 

1 

2 
2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


Total  ...  ...  ...  23  27 


50 


Deaths* 

Of  the  five  deaths  herein  recorded,  one  only  was  a  Borough  case. 

The  cause  of  death  in  this  instance  was  advanced  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
and  it  occurred  five  days  after  delivery  of  a  premature  child. 

Of  the  remaining  cases,  all  of  whom  came  from  the  County  area,  two 
died  as  a  result  of  sepsis,  and  one  as  a  result  of  pulmonary  embolism,  following 
miscarriage.  The  fifth  case  was  admitted  after  confinement  at  Chorley 
Hospital  and  died,  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  puerperium,  from  sepsis. 

Two  further  maternal  deaths  were  notified  during  the  year. 

One,  a  Borough  case,  was  admitted  for  cardiac  failure  complicating 
pregnancy.  While  in  hospital  she  was  prematurely  confined  at  the  33rd 
week  of  pregnancy.  She  died  a  month  later,  the  cause  of  death  being  cardiac 
failure  due  to  chronic  bronchitis. 

The  second  case  derived  from  the  County  area.  She  was  admitted 
suffering  from  a  miscarriage  and  died  three  weeks  afterwards  from  cerebral 
embolism. 
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Medical  Staff* 

On  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Troy  at  the  termination  of  her  appointment, 
Miss  P.  Neil,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  was  appointed  Junior  Assistant  Medical  Officer. 


Nursing  Staff* 


On  the  resignation  of  Miss  Hind  by  occasion  of  her  marriage,  Miss  E. 
Moore,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  was  appointed  Assistant  Matron. 

During  the  year  four  sisters  and  12  staff  nurses  were  appointed  to  various 
duties,  while  seven  sisters  and  ii  staff  nurses  left  the  Corporation’s  service. 

Twenty-eight  pupil  midwives  commenced,  and  29  completed,  the  course 
of  training  provided  by  the  hospital. 

Sixteen  student  nurses  commenced  training  for  the  General  Hospital 
and  State  Certificates. 


The  results  of  the  nurses’  examinations  for  the  year  were  : — 


Examination. 
Preliminary  State 
Final  State 

Central  Midwives  Board 


Candidates. 

II 

9 

31 


Successes. 

8 

9 

26 


Acknowledgments* 

This  opportunity  is  taken  to  express  gratitude  to  the  clergy  of  all 
denominations  for  their  ever-ready  assistance  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
the  patients,  also  to  the  donors  of  the  many  varied  and  most  welcome  gifts. 


8* — Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes* 

There  were  six  maternity  and  nursing  homes  in  operation  at  the 
beginning  of  1944,  and  one  was  closed  during  the  year.  Two  applications 
were  made  by  the  management  of  institutions,  and  exemptions  granted, 
under  Section  192  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


9*- — Maternal  Mortality* 

The  enquiries  instituted  on  behalf  of  the  Maternal  Mortality  Committee 
set  up  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  been  continued.  Details  of  these 
enquiries  are  given  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  section  of  the  report. 
Every  notified  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  is  the  subject  of  an  inquiry. 


10* — Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers^  illegitimate  infants  and 
homeless  children* 

In  December,  1944,  the  Council  made  arrangements  with  the  Lancaster 
Diocesan  Protection  and  Rescue  Society  and  the  Preston  and  District  Moral 
Welfare  Council  for  the  care  of  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children.  Full 
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details  are  given  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  section  of  the  Report. 
Illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  infants  are  maintained  in  the  children’s 
nursery  in  the  Preston  Institution  up  to  the  age  of  three  years  ;  and  from 
over  that  age  Roman  Catholic  children  are  maintained  at  the  St.  Vincent 
Orphanage  for  Boys  and  the  Moorfield  Convent  for  Girls  ;  Protestant  boys 
and  girls  are  maintained  at  the  Cottage  Homes,  Brockholes  View.  In 
September,  1931,  the  Council  decided  “  that  financial  assistance  granted 
by  the  Council  to  expectant  mothers  by  way  of  the  provision  of  maternity 
home  accommodation,  be  granted  solely  through  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee.” 

11* — Institutional  Provision  for  Mental  Defectives* 

Educable  children  are  provided  for  by  the  Education  Committee. 
Children  between  seven  and  16  years  of  age  and  educable  and  requiring 
institutional  care  are  sent  to  Calderstones  Certified  Institution,  Allerton 
Priory,  and  Pontville,  Ormskirk.  Idiots  and  imbeciles  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Lancashire  Mental  Hospitals  Committee.  Male  adult  defectives  are  accom¬ 
modated  at  the  Ribchester  Institution,  and  female  defectives  at  the  Preston 
Institution. 

12* — Ambulance  Facilities* 

(a)  An  ambulance  is  maintained  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  removal 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

(b)  The  Public  Health  Committee  maintain  a  service  for  accident  cases 
and  urgent  removals  to  hospital.  This  service  is  manned  by  Civil  Defence 
personnel.  There  is  also  an  ambulance  maintained  at  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary  for  conveyance  of  patients  to  and  from  the  convalescent  homes, 
and  an  ambulance  at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  for  the  conveyance  of  patients 
into  the  hospital  or  to  other  institutions. 

13* — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres* 

There  are  no  out-patient  departments  under  the  control  of  the  Local 
Authority.  The  various  clinics  and  treatment  centres  were  shown  -in  the 
tabular  statement  in  the  report  for  1930. 

14* — Local  Government  Act,  1929* 

The  administrative  arrangements  under  the  above  Act  were  described 
in  the  report  for  1930. 


15* — Blind  Persons  AcL  1920* 


Number  of  persons  examined 
Blind  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act 
Not  certified  blind 


51 

46 

5 
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Altogether  there  are  418  persons  on  the  register,  and  these  are  placed 


as  follows  : — 

Blind  persons  employed  at  approved  workshops  ...  28 

Blind  persons  employed  in  their  own  homes  ...  i 

Blind  persons  employed  elsewhere  ...  ...  ...  13 

Blind  persons  unemployable  ...  ...  ...  ...  359 

Blind  persons  not  training  but  trainable  *  ...  ...  — 

Blind  children  under  16  years  of  age  ...  ...  ii 

Blind  trainees  over  16  years  of  age  ...  ...  ....  6 


16* — Unemployment  Situation — Aprih  1944^  to  March^  1945, 

Mr.  Benson,  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information  : — 


1944 

MEN 

WO] 

MEN 

Total 

in 

1944-45 

Total 

in 

1943-44 

Wholly 

Unem¬ 

ployed 

Tempor- 

arily 

Stopped 

Wholly 

Unem¬ 

ployed 

Tempor¬ 

arily 

Stopped 

April 

180 

•  •  . 

80 

. . . 

260 

283 

May 

181 

. . . 

79 

260 

258 

June 

159 

. . . 

69 

228 

238 

July  . 

137 

. . . 

63 

200 

254 

August  ... 

166 

•  •  • 

51 

. . . 

217 

256 

September 

199 

•  •  • 

50 

. . . 

249 

300 

October  ... 

253 

•  •  • 

41 

. . . 

294 

343 

November 

230 

49 

. . . 

299 

339 

December 

279 

. . . 

48 

327 

286 

1945 

January  ... 

346 

2 

56 

•  .  • 

404 

304 

Eebruary  ,  ... 

330 

3 

50 

*  •  • 

383 

298 

March 

326 

. . . 

47 

. . . 

373 

296 

There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  Live  Register  when  compared  with  last 
year,  due  to  certain  types  of  work  coming  to  an  end,  but  the  labour  require¬ 
ments  for  industries  engaged  on  important  work  are  still  numerous. 
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Juvenile  Employment* 

The  Director  of  Education  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  figures 
relating  to  Juvenile  Unemployment  : — 


Number  Wholly 

1944 

March  ...  ... 

April 

May 

Tune 

July  . 

August  ... 

September 
October  ... 

November 

December 

1945 

January  ... 

February 


Unemployed, 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

28 

21 

49 

50 

28 

78 

30 

20 

50 

25 

23 

48 

36 

17 

53 

...  38 

61 

99 

43 

36 

79 

36 

63 

99 

25 

41 

66 

52 

35 

87 

25 

31 

56 

20 

26 

46 
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— Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area^ 


l(i)— Water. 

Information  on  the  collection,  storage  and  distribution  of  the  town’s 
water  supply  and  on  the  undertaking  generally  appeared  in  the  Report  for 
1938. 

The  Water  Engineer  has  supplied  the  following  amendment  : 

''  The  water  undertaking,  in  addition  to  supplying  the  statutory 
area  of  Preston  Borough  and  Longridge  Urban  District,  also  furnishes 
supplies  to  extensive  outside  areas  down  to  the  borders  of  Southport, 
and  also  for  a  considerable  distance  around  Longridge,  and  the  total 
population  connected  to  the  supply  is  150,000  persons,  through  upwards 
of  180  miles  of  mains. 

“  The  expenditure  upon  the  undertaking  is  £1,500,000,  of  which 
-  nearly  one-half  has  been  repaid.” 

The  water  supply  to  the  District  is  satisfactory  in  both  quality  and 
quantity. 

Three  hundred  samples  were  taken  by  the  Water  Engineer’s  Department 
for  bacteriological  examination,  the  average  result  being  quite  satisfactory. 

All  the  dwelling-houses  are  supplied  direct  from  public  water  mains. 

One  sample  of  the  town’s  water  was  submitted  to  the  Borough  Analyst 
on  April  20th,  1944,  and  reported  upon  as  follows  : 


Parts  per  100,000. 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution 

6.40 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  in  15  minutes  ... 

•  •  • 

0.046 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  in  3  hours 

•  •  • 

0.090 

Ammonia 

•  •  • 

0.002 

Ammonia  from  organic  matter  (by  distillation  with 
alkaline  permanganate)  ... 

0.004 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

•  •  • 

None 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites 

»  • 

None 

Combined  chlorine 

•  •  • 

1. 10 

Total  hardness  ... 

.  . 

2.5 

The  sample  was  clear,  very  faintly  yellow,  odourless,  and  did  not  possess 
any  bitter  taste.  It  contained  only  a  trace  of  suspended  matter,  which 
consisted  of  vegetable  debris,  diatoms,  hydrated  oxide  of  iron  and  particles 
of  siliceous  matter. 

The  water  is  a  very  good  upland  surface  water,  in  every  way  well  suited 
for  drinking  and  all  domestic  purposes. 

Reaction  to  litmus,  neutral.  P.H.  value  6.7 
l(ii) — Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Information  relating  to  the  trunk  sewer  system,  equipment  and  plant, 
and  the  Freckleton  Earm,  was  given  in  the  Report  for  1938. 
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2* — Rivers  and  Streams* 

No  complaints  of  alleged  pollution  have  been  received  during  the  past 
year. 

3(i) — Closet  Accommodation* 

There  are  34,532  fresh-water  closets  in  use  in  the  Borough  area  ;  131 
waste-water  tippler  ")  closets,  and  36  privy  middens  still  remain.  Four 
waste-water  closets  were  abolished  and  replaced  with  modern  wash-down 
closets  during  the  year. 

3(ii) — Public  Cleansing* 

The  bulk  of  the  town’s  refuse  is  dealt  with  at  the  Argyll  Road  Depot, 
and  is  subjected  to  salvage  treatment.  The  work  has  been  carried  out 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Machinery  is  installed  to  deal  with  unsound 
meat,  offal  and  fish.  This  work  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Borough 
Surveyor. 

3(iii) — Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area* 

a*  Dwelling-houses* 

Two  thousand  and  fifty  dwelling  houses  were  inspected  and  dealt  with 
under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

b*  Caravans* 

Two  visits  have  been  made  to  such  dwellings,  all  of  which,  with  the 
exception  of  those  occupied  by  show  people,  are  under  agreement  with  the 
Local  Authority  to  close  as  and  when  suitable  alternative  accommodation 
is  found. 

c*  Common  Lodging  Houses* 

There  are  12  common  lodging  houses  on  the  register,  having  accommoda¬ 
tion  in  73  rooms  for  350  males  and  in  five  rooms  for  16  females  ;  232  visits 
were  made  during  the  year. 

d*  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings* 

One  hundred  and  one  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year. 

c*  Canal  Boats* 

These  dwellings  are  reported  upon  in  this  Report  in  the  section  dealing 
with  Port  Health  Administration. 

f*  Places  of  Public  Entertainment* 

There  are  20  cinemas,  4  billiards  halls,  25  dance  halls,  9  occasional  theatres 
and  two  theatres  ;  118  visits  were  made  to  such  premises. 
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g*  Drains* 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  inspections  and  2289 
re-visits  were  made  ;  733  drains  were  tested,  repaired  or  renewed. 

h*  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919* 

Complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  16 1  dwelling-houses,  24  food 
stores  and  41  other  premises.  In  42  cases  the  complaint  was  not  confirmed. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  in  November,  1943,  one 
Rodent  Officer  and  three  Rodent  Operatives  were  appointed. 

A  General  Survey  of  premises  in  Preston  was  carried  out,  upon  completion 
of  which  the  services  of  two  Rodent  Operatives  were  dispensed  with. 

During  the  past  year  the  number  of  premises  disinfested  in  Preston 
was  52.  Forty  premises  were  rendered  rat-proof.  In  the  investigation  of 
complaints  and  the  supervision  of  work  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  643 
visits  and  1,109  re-visits. 

During  this  period  the  systematic  treatment  of  Corporation  sew^ers,  also 
the  Corporation  Sewage  Farm  at  Freckleton,  has  been  carried  out  by  two 
workmen  from  the  Surveyor’s  Department,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Rodent  Officer. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  rats  destroyed  was  19,193. 


i*  Stable  Premises  and  Garages* 

Thirty-four  visits  and  44  re-visits  were  made  to  these  premises  to 
secure  compliance  with  the  bye-laws  respecting  the  removal  of  manure  and 
the  proper  maintenance  of  the  premises. 


j*  Offensive  Trades* 

The  following  offensive  trades,  to  which  29  visits  were  made,  are 
established  in  the  Borough  :  Fat  and  tallow  melters,  5  ;  gut  scraper,  i  ; 
hide  and  skin  dealers,  3  ;  soap  boilers,  2  ;  and  tripe  boilers,  4. 

k*  Pig  Keepers* 

There  are  now  30  pig  keepers  in  the  Borough  and  the  approximate  number 
of  pigs  is  357,  varying  throughout  the  year  ;  all  of  the  pig  keepers’ 
premises  have  been  visited  during  the  year  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  for 
the  purpose  of  ensuring  that  the  Orders  dealing  with  the  boiling  of  animal 
foodstuffs  are  complied  with,  also  that  all  persons  now  collecting  swill  are 
licensed  in  accordance  with  the  Order  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Supply. 
Sanitary  conditions  generally  were  satisfactory.  Nine  visits  were  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
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L  Factories* 

Two  hundred  and  eight  visits  were  made  to  bakehouses  and  factories 
in  connection  with  the  cleansing  and  heating  of  premises,  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation  and  drainage  defects  ;  218  re-visits  to  supervise  the  work  of  cleansing 
and  repair  were  made  to  the  17  bakehouses  and  22  factories  concerned. 

m*  Private  Passages* 

Fourteen  passages  were  flagged  or  repaired. 


n*  Disinfection* 

The  disinfection  of  15 1  premises  was  carried  out  after  the  occurrence 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  including  tuberculosis. 


3(iv) — Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs* 

The  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department  supplied  the  following  informa¬ 
tion  :  156  Corporation  houses  were  inspected,  15  of  which  were  found  to 

be  verminous  and  were  disinfested ;  205  houses  were  inspected  in  connection 
with  applications  made  for  tenancy  of  Corporation  houses  and  114  were 
found  to  be  infested.  During  the  period  covered  by  this  Report  ten  loads  of 
furniture  were  subjected  to  HCN  gas  fumigation  during  removal  to 
Corporation  houses,  the  bedding  being  dealt  with  at  the  Disinfecting  Station, 
Argyll  Road. 

During  the  year  625  respirator  helmets  and  cartons  were  examined  and 
77  were  found  to  require  HCN  disinfestation  either  as  the  result  of  live  (19), 
or  evidence  of  past  or  suspected  past  infestation  (58).  Inspection  is  made 
of  houses  from  which  infested  helmets  are  received  and  appropriate  treatment 
carried  out. 


4* — Schools* 

Complaints  were  received  from  four  schools,  one  reporting  mouse 
infestation,  one  cockroach  infestation,  one  mouse  and  cockroach  infestation, 
and  one  drainage  defects.  All  the  defects  found  were  remedied  and 
infestations  cleared. 
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— Port  Health  Administration^ 


The  Port  Health  Administrative  District  has  been  described  in  previous 
Reports. 

!♦ — Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  during  the  Year* 


Total  Foreign  and 
Coastwise 


Number 

[nspected 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective 

Number 
on  which 
defects 
were 
remedied 

Number  of  Vessels 
reported  as  having, 
or  having  had, 
during  the  voyage 
Infectious  Disease 
on  board. 

By  the 
Med.  Officer 
of  Health. 

By  the 

Sanitary 

Inspector 

19 

1460 

4 

3 

Nil 

2* — Water  Supply* 

There  is  no  change  in  the  character  of  or  arrangements  for  the  supply 
of  water,  which  is  derived  from  the  town  supply,  an  upland  surface  water 
of  good  quality. 


3* — Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933* 

The  arrangements  in  force  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  these 
Regulations  have  been  described  fully  in  a  previous  Report. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  sickness  landed  from  vessels  during 
the  year. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  sickness  occurring  on  vessels  during 
the  voyage. 


4* — Measures  against  Rodents* 

Measures  have  been  taken  under  each  of  the  following  headings  on  the 
lines  detailed  in  previous  Reports  : — 

(i)  For  the  detection  of  rodent  plague  (a)’ in  ships  in  the  Port,  and  (b) 

on  quays,  wharves  and  in  warehouses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Port ; 

(ii)  To  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  ships  and  the  shore  ; 

(iii)  For  the  de-ratisation  of  (a)  ships,  and  (b)  premises  in  the  vicinity  of 

docks  and  quays  ; 

(iv)  For  the  detection  of  rat  prevalence  in  ships  and  on  the  shore  ; 
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(v)  (a)  For  the  maintenance  of  rat-proofing  of  docks,  wharves,  warehouses 
and  other  premises,  and  (b)  for  the  extension  of  rat-proof  measures. 

Measures  of  rat  destruction  on  plague-  “  infected  "  or  “  suspected  ” 
vessels  or  vessels  from  plague-infected  ports  arriving  in  the  Port  during 
the  year  : — 


Fumigated  by  SOj  ... 

Nil 

Number  of  rats  killed 

Nil 

Fumigated  by  HCN 

I 

Number  of  rats  killed 

10 

On  which  trapping,  poisoning, 
etc.,  were  employed 

7 

Number  of  rats  killed 

74 

5* — Hygiene  of  Crews*  Spaces* 


Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality 

Number  of  Vessels 
Inspected 

Defects  of 
original 
construction 

Structural 
defects 
through  wear 
and  tear 

Dirt,  Vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health 

British 

1441 

•  •  • 

4 

6 

Others 

19 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  crews 
and  passengers  of  all  foreign  vessels  arriving  from  European  and  North 
African  ports  were  medically  examined  before  permission  to  land  was  given. 
This  arrangement  has  special  reference  to  the  risk  of  importation  of  typhus 
fever. 


6* — Food  Inspection* 

Shellfish* 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Preston  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1923. 


7* — Canal  Boats* 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  during  the  year.  There  are 
now  six  canal  boats  on  the  Register,  and  six  visits  were  made  to  them. 
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E> — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food^ 

(A)— MILK  SUPPLY* 

There  are  19  cowkeepers  in  the  Borough,  with  a  daily  average  production 
of  600  gallons,  250  gallons  of  which  are  sold  retail  by  seven  producers.  Seven 
cowkeepers  are  licensed  to  produce  “  accredited  "  milk,  with  a  daily  production 
of  220  gallons.  One  cowkeeper  has  an  “  attested  ”  herd,  and  produces  daily 
an  average  of  80  gallons  “  tuberculin-tested  ”  milk. 


(i)  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amend*)  Order,  1938,  and  Agricultural  Act,  1938* 

There  are  at  the  present  time  468  milking  cows,  housed  in  19  different 
premises  in  the  Borough.  These  are  visited  quarterly.  The  health  and 
condition  of  the  cattle  on  the  whole  has  been  satisfactory,  in  spite  of  wartime 
difficulties  causing  a  serious  restriction  on  the  issue  of  concentrated  food. 
The  milk  yield,  likewise,  has  been  kept  up,  and  compares  favourably  with 
that  of  previous  years.  The  hygienic  condition  of  the  farm  premises  has 
suffered  in  consequence  of  a  continued  shortage  of  expert  labour  and  difficulty 
in  getting  repairs  to  buildings,  floors,  etc.,  carried  out.  One  farm  requires 
the  erection  of  a  modern  dairy,  and  major  improvements  to  a  cowshed  are 
due  to  be  executed  on  other  premises.  The  Veterinary  examination  of  the 
cattle  is  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  and  a  report  to  this  Authority  has  already  been  rendered. 


(ii)  School  Milk  Supplies* 

All  milk  now  supplied  to  schools  is  Pasteurised  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  of  1936.  Samples  are 
taken  frequently  to  check  the  efficiency/  of  the  Pasteurisation  of  these  supplies, 
and  samples  are  also  taken  for  local  examination  in  the  Borough  Laboratory 
for  keeping  quality  and  cleanliness  in  addition  to  samples  taken  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


(iii)  Examination  of  Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli* 

Three  ‘‘  positive  ”  samples  were  investigated  by  the  Officers  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  As  a  result  of  their  investigations 
three  cows  were  found  affected  with  T.B.  udders.  These  were  removed  and 
slaughtered.  Fifteen  individual  samples  were  taken  by  your  Veterinary 
Officer  from  cows  clinically  inspected  in  the  Borough  and  showing  some 
abnormality  of  the  udder.  All  these  were  ne^atije  to  microscopic  examina¬ 
tion.  One  nasal  swab  was  found  to  be  positive,  and  the  cow  was  taken 
under  the  T.B.  Order. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-three  samples  of  ungraded  raw  milk  were 
taken  during  the  year,  of  which  6  were  positive.  Three  of  these  could  not 
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be  investigated  as  they  were  bulked  supplies,  and  it  was  not  possible  to  trace 
the  sources  of  production.  This  position  should  not  arise,  and  it  is  not 
possible  to  estimate  the  danger  of  mixing  an  infected  supply  with  other 
milks.  Where  milk  supplies  are  bulked  Pasteurising  should  be  made 
compulsory. 


(iv)  Examination  of  Milk  for  Contamination^  in  the  Borough  Laboratory* 

The  Veterinary  Officer  examined  239  samples  (collected  in  the  Borough 
in  the  process  of  delivery)  for  physical  contamination,  butter-fat  content, 
and  keeping  quality.  The  following  were  the  results  : 

Clean  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Contaminated  in  varying  degrees  ...  65 

This  includes  bad-keeping  quality,  premature  souring,  abnormal  odour  and 
taste,  etc.,  in  addition  to  contaminated  filter  pads.  Vendors  were  notified 
in  all  cases  where  samples  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  All  samples 
showing  deficiency  in  butter-fat  content  were  noted,  and  repeat  samples 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  were  taken  from  the  vendors  of  these  where 
there  was  suspicion  of  v/atering  or  extraction  of  butter-fat. 


Class  of  Sample 

Number  of 
Samples 
taken 

Coliform  Bacilli 
in  0*01  Millilitre 

Tubercle  Bacilli 

Present 

Absent 

Present 

Absent 

Ungraded  raw  Milk  ... 

233 

73 

160 

6 

227 

''  Accredited  ”  Milk  ... 

•  •  4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

“  Tuberculin 

Tested  ”  Milk... 

•  44 

«  «  « 

*  •  * 

•  •  • 

■  •  • 

“  Pasteurised  " 

Milk 

6 

2 

4 

•  *  * 

•  «  • 

The  present  insanitary  conditions  on  many  farms  now  supplying  milk, 
and  which  were  previously  not  used  for  milk  production,  is  largely  the  cause 
of  the  present  high  percentage  of  contaminated  milks.  Defective  cooling, 
due  to  inefficient  water  supplies,  prolonged  transit  and  delayed  deliveries, 
increased  the  difficulties.  Quicker  transit  and  efficient  pasteurising  are 
already  responsible  for  an  improvement  in  the  keeping  quality  and  supply 
of  milk,  but  improved  sanitary  conditions  at  the  source  of  production  and 
efficient  water  supplies  on  the  farms  are  essential  to  a  satisfactory  milk 
supply. 
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(B)— MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  various  premises  in 
connection  with  meat  and  food  inspection  : 


Meat  and 

Veterinary 

Sanitary 

Officer 

Inspectors 

Visits  to  the  Public  Abattoirs 

523 

399 

Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  ... 

I 

211 

Visits  to  Food  Markets 

80 

86 

Visits  to  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Milkshops 

43 

85 

Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises... 

30 

411 

Visits  under  Merchandise  Marks  Acts 

165 

102 

(i)  Retail  Markets. 

Owing  to  war  restrictions,  rationing,  etc.,  both  Lune  Street  and  Orchard 
Covered  Markets  are  much  reduced  in  volume.  A  few  meat  stalls  still  function 
on  the  Covered  Market,  and  the  trade  in  dressed  poultry  and  rabbits  is 
narrowed  down  to  certain  seasons  of  the  year  and  very  limited  in  supplies. 

The  adjoining  Fish  Market  has  scanty  supplies  on  several  days  in  each 
week. 

No  action  was  necessary  with  regard  to  any  food,  and  a  close  supervision 
was  kept  on  the  condition  of  all  foods. 


(ii)  Food  Preparing  Premises. 

All  the  larger  food-preparing  premises  are  visited  periodically  by  the 
Veterinary  Officer,  and  butchers’  and  pork  butchers’  premises  are  visited 
by  the  Meat  Inspector  and  the  District  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Many  vacated  mill  premises  have  been  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  for  storing  food  supplies,  and  close  co-operation  has  been  maintained 
between  the  Ministry  and  the  Local  Authority  in  supervising  and  preserving 
these  supplies  during  the  period  of  storage.  A  small  percentage  of  the  large 
quantities  of  food  stored  has  been  found  unfit  and  had  to  be  destroyed  or 
otherwise  dealt  with.  This  refers  particularly  to  canned  foods. 

The  four  cold  stores  in  the  Borough  were  kept  fully  stocked  with  meat. 
One  consignment  of  frozen  beef  and  mutton,  owing  to  delayed  transport 
and  defective  refrigeration  at  some  time  in  the  period  of  storage,  was  found 
to  be  in  bad  condition  before  removal.  All  the  carcases  had  to  undergo 
a  process  of  trimming  (reconditioning)  before  being  issued  to  the  shops  on 
account  of  mould  infection,  and  some  weeks  elapsed  before  the  whole 
consignment  had  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with.  51,081  lbs.  beef  and 
81,463  lbs.  lamb  were  examined,  and  8,690  lbs.  beef  and  5,074  lbs.  lamb  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  food. 

A  small  percentage  of  frozen  beef  was  also  found  to  be  affected  with 
bone-taint — a  condition  frequently  met  with  before  the  war,  and  in  no  way 
connected  with  transport  difficulties.  Infection  is  conveyed  to  the  meat  at 
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the  time  of  slaughter,  or  shortly  after  when  cooling-off,  and  is  not  confined 
to  the  bone,  but  invades  the  softer  tissues  of  the  deep-seated  muscles  of  the 
hindquarters.  A  few  hindquarters  of  boneless  beef  were  found  affected. 
This  showed  that  infection  had  penetrated  the  tissues  before  the  bones  had 
been  removed.  Large  quantities  of  boneless  beef  were  imported  to  save 
shipping  space. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

The  total  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  register  is  66.  About 
12  are  permanently  employed  at  the  Abattoir.  No  proceedings  were  necessary 
under  the  above  Act,  but  two  persons  were  warned  for  failing  to  comply  with 
the  Act. 

(iii)  Public  Abattoirs. 

The  slaughter  of  all  live  stock  is  concentrated  at  the  Abattoirs,  which 
continues  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  since  January,  1940, 
when  they  took  over  and  closed  down  all  private  slaughterhouses. 


Number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected  : 


Cattle 

Sheep  Pigs 

Calves 

5770 

28693  1229 

7268 

Casualties  (included  in 

above  figures)  : 

1452 

402  487 

314 

During  the  year  519,203  lbs.  of  meat  (including  346,484  lbs.  unfit  by  reason 
of  tuberculosis)  were  condemned. 

The  killing  of  casualties  calls  for  some  explanation  :  owing  to  the  rationing 
of  meat,  its  scarcity,  and  the  necessity  of  conserving  as  much  as  possible 
for  economic  reasons,  the  slaughter  of  casualties  has  increased  in  its  import¬ 
ance  as  well  as  in  volume.  Farmers,  in  their  endeavours  to  salvage  any 
casualty  animal,  frequently  send  in  for  slaughter  animals  so  far  advanced 
with  disease  and  in  such  poor  condition  that  it  is  impossible  to  consider 
them  as  suitable  for.  slaughter  for  human  food,  and  whenever  such  animals 
are  sent  in  alive  it  is  the  duty  of  the  management  to  refuse  to  accept  them. 
It  is  a  difficult  and  onerous  task  sorting  out  and  examining  the  carcases 
and  offals  of  animals  sent  in  for  casualty  reasons,  and  even  before  the  war 
the  trade  in  casualty  meat  was  on  a  considerable  scale  in  Preston  ;  now  it  is 
the  main  source  of  supply  of  manufacturing  meat,  and  the  most  difficult 
side  of  meat  inspection  as  a  whole.  Analysing  the  causes  of  condemnations, 
it  will  be  seen  that  tuberculosis  holds  a  big  lead  over  all  other  diseases,  after 
which  comes  emaciation,  and  amongst  calves  immaturity.  Most  of  the 
calves  killed  to-day  are  only  a  few  days  old  and,  prior  to  the  war,  in  Preston 
none  so  young  would  have  been  passed  for  food.  Now  they  are,  under  the 
Ministry’s  instructions,  passed  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Under  the  T.B.  Order  the  Ministry’s  Inspectors  send  in  for  slaughter 
for  food  purposes  all  cattle  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  T.B.  Order  ;  the 
animals  come  in  within  a  radius  of  about  12  miles  of  Preston.  Many  of  these 
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are  infected  in  a  slight  degree  (localised  lesions)  and  after  caieful  post-mortem 
examination  are  liberated  for  food  purposes.  All  those  more  heavily  infected 
with  disease  are  condemned. 

During  the  year  171  animals  were  sent  in,  and  of  this  number  16  cows 
were  discovered  as  the  result  of  calves  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir  being 
found  to  be  affected  with  T.B.  The  affected  calves  are  traced  to  the  farms 
where  they  were  from,  and  the  mother  or  dam,  when  examined  by  the 
Ministry’s  Inspector,  is  found  to  be  suffering  from  T.B.  udder  or  other  clinical 
signs  of  disease.  The  decline  to  be  noted  in  the  amount  of  meat  and  offals 
condemned  for  T.B.  in  pigs  is  due  to  the  fact  that  very  little  raw  milk,  whey, 
etc.,  is  now  fed  to  pigs  (owing  to  the  value  and  scarcity  of  all  milk  produced), 
and  the  majority  of  fat  pigs  now  coming  to  the  slaughterhouses,  are  fed  on 
boiled  swill.  This  is  definite  evidence  that  most  of  the  T.B.  found  in  pigs  is 
caused  through  milk  feeding. 

(iv)  Meat  Marketing* 

Under  Part  3,  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  the  approval 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  obtained  for  its  official  recognition,  although 
meat-marking  in  Preston  had  been  in  practice  since  1923.  Its  usefulness 
generally  in  the  trade  is  beyond  question,  and  it  is  strongly  recommended 
that  its  adoption  should  be  general  in  all  large  killing  centres,  and  no  meat 
should  be  permitted  to  be  moved  from  one  local  authority  to  another  unless 
it  has  some  indication  by  means  of  a  stamp  that  it  has  been  efficiently 
inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 

(v)  Wholesale  Fish  Markets* 

The  wholesale  fish  market  is  held  at  the  L.  M.  &  S.  Railway  Station  in 
the  early  morning,  and  is  visited  regularly.  During  the  year  the  following 
quantities  of  foodstuffs  arrived  there  :  Dry  fish,  103  tons  ;  shellfish,  33  tons 
2  cwts.  ;  wet  fish,  2,232  tons  16  cwts.  2  qrs.  ;  and  rabbits,  poultry,  etc., 
6  tons  9  cwts.  The  quantity  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  was 
2  tons  15  cwts.  14  lbs. 


(C) --FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938* 

During  the  year  279  samples  of  various  foods  and  drugs  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst,  and  10  or  3.44  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  adulterated, 
compared  with  9.05  per  cent,  in  1943  and  5-74  per  cent,  in  1942.  Two 
persons  were  prosecuted  during  the  year  and  fines  totalling  £12  were  imposed. 
In  one  case  an  appeal  was  made  and  the  conviction  quashed. 

(D) — ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  OTHER  ACTS* 

(i)  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926* 

Owing  to  the  severe  rationing  of  supplies,  precise  information  cannot 
be  given  of  the  amounts  handled  by  the  25  traders  engaged  in  this  class  of 
business.  One  sample  of  feeding  stuffs  and  five  of  fertilizers  were  taken 
during  the  year. 
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— Prevalence  of^  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases* 
(A)— GENERAL* 

There  was  a  slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
notified,  but  a  sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever.  There 
was  no  appreciable  difference  in  the  number  of  other  infectious  diseases 
compared  with  1943. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  as  follows  : 


Diphtheria 

1942 

137 

1943 

268 

1944 

229 

Scarlet  Fever 

334 

320 

436 

Enteric  Fever 

9 

— 

I 

Erysipelas 

18 

16 

14 

Pneumonia 

95 

117 

108 

Infantile  Paralysis  ... 

13 

5 

5 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

273 

146 

222 

Measles 

1543 

736 

909 

Sonne  Dysentery 

6 

I 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

5 

4 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

14 

4 

I 

The  majority  of  the  cases  of  measles  notified  occurred  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  the  northern  and  western  parts  of  the  town  being  principally 
affected. 

Whooping  cough  was  more  prevalent,  the  majority  of  the  cases  occurring 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

L — Scabies* 

The  treatment  of  scabies  was  carried  out  by  Civil  Defence  personnel 
at  the  following  centres  : 

Cuttle  Street  First  Aid  Post. 

Ellen  Street  First  Aid  Post. 

Argyll  Road  Cleansing  Centre  (men  only). 

Owing  to  reductions  in  Civil  Defence  personnel,  it  became  necessary 
to  close  the  Argyll  Road  Cleansing  Centre  in  April,  1944,  and  Ellen  Street 
in  November,  1944.  Cuttle  Street,  which  was  continued  as  a  First  Aid  Post, 
has  continued  to  function,  the  personnel  being  transferred  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  staff. 

During  the  year  1734  persons  received  3,655  treatments  for  scabies. 

In  addition,  68  persons  with  verminous  heads  received  219  treatments. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  1944  it  appears  that  the  number  of 
patients  coming  forward  for  treatment  is,  with  variations,  stabilised  : 
indicating  perhaps  that  the  amount  of  treatment  given  is  succeeding  in 
preventing  the  infection  from  becoming  a  general  scourge.  There  was  a 
high  peak  at  the  end  of  February,  1944,  with  a  gradual  fall  off  during  the 
summer  months.  The  number  of  cases  again  increased  during  the  autumn, 
with  a  gradual  fall  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  again 
steadily  increased  up  to  February,  1945,  and  has  gradually  declined  during 
the  summer  months. 
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(B)— ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Seven  hundred  and  twenty-two  cases  were  admitted,  as  compared  with 
653  in  1943.  The  diseases  for  which  they  were  admitted  were  :  scarlet 
fever,  365 ;  diphtheria,  238  ;  measles,  45  ;  erysipelas,  5  ;  and  other  infectious 
diseases,  namely  cerebro  spinal  meningitis,  mumps,  whooping  cough, 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  and  chicken-pox,  69.  There  were  8  deaths,  which 
were  caused  by  : 

Diphtheria  ...  5 

Other  diseases  ...  3 

The  average  length  of  stay  was  26.77  days,  and  the  average  number 
of  beds  occupied  daily  was  52.95  (scarlet  fever  27.2,  diphtheria  19.57). 

The  Corporation  have  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Manchester 
Corporation  whereby  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  affiliated  with  the  Monsall 
Hospital  for  the  fever  training  of  nurses.  For  some  years  the  Isolation 
Hospital  has  experienced  a  difficulty  in  securing  sufficient  suitable  recruits, 
but  its  recognition  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  has  eased  the  position. 
Students  do  the  first  18  months  of  their  training  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  sit 
for  the  Preliminary  State  Examination  and,  if  successful,  proceed  to  Monsall 
Hospital  for  the  remainder  of  their  training. 

The  scheme  commenced  in  October,  1943,  and  the  General  Nursing 
Council  agreed  that  existing  student  nurses  could  be  transferred  after  12 
months.  Seven  nurses  sat  for  the  Preliminary  Examination  in  October, 
1944.  Five  passed  Parts  i  and  2  and  the  other  two  passed  Part  2  only. 

1  ♦ — Immunisation. 


Two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  patients  suffering  from  diphtheria  were 
treated  in  the  Hospital  during  1944. 

The  position  as  to  immunisation  is  set  out  in  the  following  table. 


Not  Immunise 

3d 

Description  of  Cases 

Immunised 

Offer  not 
accepted 

Under  1 
year  old 

Over  17 
years  old 

No 

information 

Totals 

Diphtheria  :  Severe 

5 

15* 

... 

6 

•  •  • 

26 

Moderate 

23 

22 

•  •  • 

12 

•  •  • 

57 

Slight 

33 

36 

2 

19 

90 

Other  Throat  conditions 

6 

9 

16 

... 

31 

Other  Diseases,  such  as 
discharging  ears,  and 
carriers  with  discharg¬ 
ing  ears  with  positive 
swabs  ... 

5 

7 

• 

3 

15 

Other  Diseases  with 

negative  swabs 

8 

7 

1 

3 

19 

80 

96 

3 

59 

238 

*  Includes  5  Deaths. 
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In  the  diphtheria  group  are  included  all  those  cases  which  clinically 
resemble  diphtheria,  whether  accompanied  by  a  positive  or  negative  swab, 
and  all  other  throat  conditions  which  are  accompanied  by  a  positive  swab. 

Another  group  consists  of  cases  not  resembling  diphtheria  and 
accompanied  by  negative  swabs.  The  majority  of  cases  in  this  group,  and 
of  some  in  the  first  group,  owe  their  admission  to  hospital  to  the  fact  that 
medical  practitioners  are  periodically  advised  to  regard  all  sore  throats  in 
children  as  diphtheria  until  proved  otherwise,  and  that  a  sensible  course  of 
action  in  such  cases  is  to  take  the  following  action  in  the  order  given  : 

1.  Give  antitoxin. 

2.  Arrange  for  removal. 

3.  Take  a  swab. 

A  third  group  consists  of  other  diseases,  such  as  ear  diseases  with  positive 
swabs  and  carriers,  i.e.,  contacts  of  cases  in  hospitals  and  barracks  and  which 
have  a  positive  swab. 

The  fourth  group  consists  of  cases  not  resembling  diphtheria  and  having 
a  negative  swab. 

Cases  occurring  in  the  groups  as  described  above  are  further  sub-divided 
into  those  who  have  been  immunised  and  those  who  have  not  been  immunised, 
and  a  small  number  about  whom  no  accurate  information  is  available. 

The  largest  number  of  the  non-immunised  falls  into  a  category  described 
as  “  offer  not  accepted."  It  includes  infants  over  one  year  and  children  up 
to  17  years  of  age  (at  the  parents  of  whom  a  strong  propaganda  effort  has 
been  directed  since  1935),  together  with  a  small  number  who  for  some  reason 
or  another  had  one  injection  only,  which  offers  no  protection. 

The  next  largest  group  consists  of  persons  over  17  years  of  age.  This 
age  was  chosen  on  account  of  the  fact  that  we  have  concentrated  our  atten¬ 
tion  on  children  who  were  eight  years  of  age  and  under.  The  eldest  of  these 
children  will  now,  after  a  lapse  of  eight  years,  be  approaching  17  years  of 
age  and  have  had  a  full  opportunity  of  being  immunised.  The  smallest 
group  is  one  comprised  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  to  whom 
immunisation  is  not  normally  offered. 

The  broad  position  as  to  immunisation  is  that  approximately  52%  of 
the  pre-school  children  and  85%  of  the  school  children  have  been  immunised. 
The  attack  rates  are  approximately  :  immunised,  5  per  1,000  ;  non-immunised, 
16  per  1,000. 

Although  diphtheria,  sometimes  of  a  severe  nature,  occurred  in  the 
immunised  group,  the  majority  of  the  severe  cases  and  all  the  deaths  occurred 
in  the  smaller  non-immunised  part  of  the  child  population. 

(C)— TUBERCULOSIS* 

L — Incidence  and  Mortality  of  the  Disease* 

During  1944  the  total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  (all^  forms) 
notified  in  Preston  was  167,  as  compared  with  179  in  1942  and  177  in  1943. 
The  above  figure  gives  a  notification  rate  of  1.54  1,000  of  the  population, 

as  compared  with  1.63  in  1942  and  1.62  in  1943. 
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Of  the  above  figures  129  notifications  were  of  the  pulmonary  and  38 
of  the  non-pulmonary  forms  of  the  disease,  giving  rates  of  1.19  and  0.35 
respectively  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  efficiency  of  notification 
may  be  regarded  as  being  quite  satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year 
as  being  due  to  tuberculosis  in  some  form  or  other  was  66.  Of  these  56 
were  due  to  the  pulmonary  and  10  to  the  non-pulmonary  forms  of  the  disease. 
The  figure  for  all  forms  of  the  disease  gives  a  death  rate  of  0.61  per  1,000 
of  the  population  compared  with  0.83  in  1942  and  0.84  in  1943. 

The  ratio  of  deaths  of  non-notified  cases  to  the  total  number  of  deaths 
was  as  I  to  7. 

2* — Work  done  during  the  year* 

(a)  At  the  Dispensary* 

During  the  year  448  new  patients  were  examined  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  either  at  the  Dispensary  or  at  their  own  homes. 

Old  patients  made  2,320  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  for  treatment, 
reports  or  observation  purposes. 

Of  the  new  patients,  154  were  diagnosed  as  suffering  definitely  from 
tuberculosis  in  some  form  or  other,  117  from  pulmonary  and  37  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  pulmonary  cases  were  classified  as  follows  : — 

.  13 .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^7 1 

T.B.  +  Group  I  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

T.B.  +  Group  2  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

T.B.  -f-  Group  3  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

117 


The  explanation  of  the  above  groupings  is  as  follows  : — 

Class  T.B.  —  comprises  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  which  the 
tubercle  bacilli  were  never  actually  found  in  the  sputum  examined. 

Class  T.B.  +  comprises  all  the  other  cases,  in  which  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli  in  the  sputum  has  been  demonstrated  at  some  period  or 
other  of  the  disease.  The  latter  class  is  further  sub-divided  into  Groups  i, 
2  and  3,  corresponding  approximately  and  respectively  to  early,  intermediate 
and  advanced  stages  of  the  disease. 

The  non-pulmonary  cases  were  classified  as  follows  : — 

Bones  and  Joints  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Abdominal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Peripheral  Glands...  ...  ...  ...  28 

37 

The  Tuberculosis  Nurse  made  117  visits  to  the  homes  of  new  patients 
and  798  re-visits  to  those  of  old  patients. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  486  cases  on  the  Dispensary 
Register,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  492.  During  the  year  171  cases  were 
removed  from  the  Register  for  the  following  reasons  :  Cases  regarded  as 
cured  45,  cases  died  56,  and  cases  lost  sight  of  or  transferred  to  other  areas  70. 

During  the  year  577  examinations  of  sputum  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli  were  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Dispensary. 
These  examinations  were  carried  out  in  the  bacteriological  laboratory  of  the 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

During  the  year  1,278  X-Ray  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the 
Sharoe  Green  Hospital. 

(b)  Chestnuts  Sanatorium, 

There  are  no  important  developments  to  be  reported  in  connection  with 
this  Institution  during  the  year.  The  accommodation  remains  the  same, 
namely,  30  beds  (17  male  and  13  female). 

During  the  year  52  patients  were  admitted,  30  discharged  and  20  died. 

(c)  Residential  Treatment, 

During  the  year  93  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  admitted  to  Sanatoria  (other  than  the  Chestnuts  Sanatorium),  81  were 
discharged  and  8  died  in  Sanatoria.  Thirty-four  patients  suffering  from 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  General  and  Special  Hospitals, 
36  were  discharged  and  i  died  in  the  Institutions.  The  number  of  observation 
cases  admitted  and  discharged  during  the  year  was  8. 

(d)  Maintenance  Allowances, 

Seventy-five  cases  were  assisted  during  the  year  with  maintenance 
allowances,  and'  23  of  these  were  also  assisted  by  means  of  discretionary 
or  additional  allowances.  Twenty-two  special  payment  grants  were  issued 
(these  included  railway  vouchers  and  pocket-money  grants.)  The  total  sum 
expended  during  the  year  was  ^3,428  os.  yd.  All  cases  were  reviewed  every 
three  months  during  the  year  and  where  necessary  were  re-assessed. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925, 

There  was  no  known  instance  in  which  a  tuberculous  person  was  engaged 
in  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172, 

There  was  no  instance  in  which  the  Council  applied  for  an  order  for 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  a  tuberculous  patient. 

(D)~VENEREAL  DISEASE, 

The  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  is  carried  out  at  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary.  Dr.  D.  K.  Bradley  is  in  charge  of  the  arrangements. 

Six  hundred  and  fifty-three  persons  attended  for  the  first  time,  which 
represents  a  decrease  on  last  year  of  7.1%.  This  is  the  first  time  since  war 
began  that  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  new  cases  has  occurred. 
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There  were  235  new  cases  of  syphilis,  57%  of  whom  were  males.  This 
figure  represents  an  increase  of  17%.  One  hundred  and  twelve  patients 
ceased  to  attend  before  the  expiration  of  treatment,  31  of  whom  were  in  an 
infectious  stage. 

Two  hundred  and  four  new  cases  of  gonorrhoea  were  treated.  53%  of 
the  new  cases  occurred  in  men  ;  19.6%  of  the  men  and  15.4%  of  the  women 
ceased  to  attend  before  the  completion  of  the  treatment.  These  latter 
figures  are  much  lower  than  those  in  1943. 

Sixty-four  per  cent,  of  the  new  cases  resided  in  the  Borough,  the 
remainder  mainly  in  the  adjacent  County  area. 

One  thousand  two  hundred,  and  fifty-two  persons  made  14,971  total 
attendances,  a  decrease  compared  with  last  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  for  the  first 
time  during  the  past  six  years. 


Year 

Syphilis 

Soft 

Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

Non -Venereal 
or 

Undiagnosed 

Conditions 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1944 

130 

105 

— 

— 

108 

96 

124 

90 

362 

291 

1943 

87 

114 

■ — 

— 

195 

94 

118 

95 

400 

303 

1942 

133 

94 

— 

— • 

231 

100 

75 

53 

439 

247 

1941 

83 

71 

I 

— 

225 

71 

62 

31 

371 

173 

1940 

80 

55 

2 

— 

205 

42 

46 

15 

333 

112 

1939 

69 

52 

— 

— 

159 

42 

27 

21 

235 

115 

Miss  A.  A.  Leach  was  appointed  Social  Worker  at  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Clinic,  and  took  up  her  duties  on  ist  March,  1944.  She  took  charge  of  all 
the  patients’  records,  and  has  done  valuable  work  in  assisting  in  the  removal 
of  difficulties  which  prevented  patients  from  attending  the  Clinic. 

Miss  Leach  has  also  done  excellent  work  in  visiting  persons  notified  as 
a  source  of  infection  under  Regulation  33B,  and  persuading  them  to  attend 
the  Clinic  for  examination  and,  if  necessary,  treatment. 

The  following  up  of  defaulters  has  also  taken  a  good  deal  of  time,  but 
her  efforts  were  successful  in  persuading  many  defaulters  to  return  for  treat¬ 
ment,  and  have  thus  minimised  the  seriousness  of  this  problem. 

In  all  Miss  Leach  made  282  visits  to  defaulters,  105  of  whom  were 
persuaded  to  return  for  treatment,  and  78  visits  to  persons  notified  under 
Regulation  33B,  25  of  whom  were  persuaded  to  attend.  Forty-five  persons 
were  notified  under  Regulation  33B,  and  three  were  the  subject  of  more 
than  one  notification,  but  two  of  these  had  left  the  address  given  and  could 
not  be  traced.  The  other  one  was  persuaded  to  attend,  so  that  it  was  not 
necessary  for  the  Council  to  use  their  compulsory  poweis. 
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Venereal  Disease  Campaign* 

An  educational  campaign  was  carried  out  by  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education  on  behalf  of  the  Health  Committee,  special  film  shows 
being  given  to  lunch-time  audiences  in  many  large  factories.  The  manage¬ 
ment  of  these  factories  deserve  our  thanks  for  their  ready  co-operation. 

Series  of  lectures  were  also  given  to  boys’  and  girls’  youth  organisations, 
and  special  film  shows  to  the  general  public. 

A  large  amount  of  instructive  literature  was  distributed  free  at  each 
of  these  meetings. 

(E)— VACCINATION* 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  two  public  vaccinators.  Nine  hundred  and 
twelve  children  under  i  year  of  age  were  successfully  vaccinated.  This 
total  is  36  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  771  conscientious 
objectors  ;  vaccination  was  postponed  on  a  medical  certificate  in  63 
instances  ;  106  children  died  before  vaccination  and  90  removed  to  other 
districts. 
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— Maternity  and  Child  Welfare^ 

(A) — STATISTICS. 

1.  — Birth  Rate. 

The  birth  rate  was  18.78  per  1,000  living,  compared  with  17.89  in  1943. 
The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  9.5. 

/ 

Notifications  received  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  reveal  the 
fact  that  28.67  cent,  were  made  by  midwives,  29.58  per  cent,  by  Sharoe 
Green  Hospital,  21.07  per  cent,  by  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  16.40  per 
cent,  by  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  and  4.28  per  cent,  by  private  maternity 
homes. 

.-•y 

2.  — Infant  Mortality. 

The  death  rate  per  thousand  was  59.  Legitimate  56,  illegitimate  88. 

(B) --GENERAL. 

1  .-^Maternal  Deaths. 


Maternal  deaths^  1st  January  to  Slst  December^  1944. 


Place  of  Death 

Total  Deaths 
in  the 
Borough 

Internal 

Transfers 

External 

Transfers 

Nett 

Preston  Royal 

Infirmary  ... 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

Sharoe  Green  Hospital . . . 

*  •  • 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  ... 

I 

I 

3 

I 

3 

I 

The  death  was  due  to  the  following  cause  : 

1.  Pulmonary  Embolism. 

2.  Venous  Thrombosis. 

3.  Pregnancy  (Caesarian  Section). 

The  maternal  death  rate  was  0*49  per  1000  registered  live  births  and 
0-48  including  registered  still-births.  The  rates  during  1943  were  2*05  and 
1-99. 
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2* — Puerperal  Pyrexia* 

Twenty-eight  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during  the  year, 
24  by  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  i  by  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  i  from  a 
maternity  home,  and  2  by  private  practitioners.  All  the  cases  recovered 
satisfactorily. 

3* — Ophthalmia  Neonatorum* 

Four  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified,  all  by  private 
practitioners.  All  the  four  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
and  made  satisfactory  recoveries. 

4* — Stillbirths* 

Sixty-two  still-births  were  notified  during  the  year,  21  occurring  at  the 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  17  at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  8  at  St.  Joseph’s 
Hospital,  3  in  maternity  homes,  and  13  in  the  practice  of  midwives.  Twenty- 
eight  of  these  mothers  were  primipara,  ix.,  confined  for  the  first  time. 

5* — Inspection  of  Midwives* 

Twenty-nine  midwives,  including  nine  municipal  midwives,  gave  notice 
on  January  ist  of  their  intention  to  practice  in  the  Borough.  Two  more 
midwives  gave  notice  from  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  28  midwives  practising  in  the  Borough. 
These  comprised  nine  municipal  midwives,  two  in  private  practice,  nine  at 
the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  two  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  and  six  from 
private  maternity  homes. 

The  number  of  deliveries  performed  by  municipal  midwives  was  489, 
and  by  those  in  private  practice  86. 

Medical  aid  was  sought  by  midwives  in  accordance  with  Rule  E.(i2) 
of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  in  136  instances. 

In  respect  of  these  calls  71  applications  for  financial  assistance  were 
considered  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Milk  and  Other  Services 
Sub-Committee.  In  39  instances  the  whole  cost  was  granted,  in  three 
instances  part  cost  was  granted,  while  in  12  cases  no  assistance  was  given. 
Seventeen  agreed  to  pay  and  did  not  apply  for  assistance.  The  cost  of  this 
service  to  the  Council  was  £69. 

Home  help  service  was  granted  free  of  charge  to  five  mothers  during 
the  year,  and  partly  free  to  two  others.  Two  children  requiring  spectacles 
were  allowed  these  free  of  charge. 

Three  children  under  five  years  of  age  were  admitted  to  the  Royal 
Liverpool  Children’s  Hospital.  All  were  allowed  free. 

Fifty-nine  women  applied  for  assistance  in  the  payment  of  the  services 
of  a  municipal  midwife.  In  49  instances  the  whole  cost  was  granted,  in 
four  instances  part  cost  was  granted,  while  no  assistance  was  given  to  the 
remaining  six.  The  cost  of  this  service  was  £76. 
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6. — Inspection  of  Nursing  Homcs» 

There  were  five  registered  nursing  homes  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Twelve  inspections  were  made. 

7» — Infant  Welfare  Centres* 

There  are  seven  Infant  Welfare  Centres  held  weekly. 

The  combined  attendances  for  all  Infant  Welfare  Centres  was  28,694 
(26,083  in  1943),  an  increase  of  2611.  One  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  infants  (80  per  cent,  of  the  notified  live  births)  attended  an  Infant 
Welfare  Centre  at  least  once. 

A  pre-school  child  clinic  has  been  held  once  weekly  at  North  Road  and 
once  fortnightly  at  Fishwick  View.  The  total  attendances  were  144. 

Sale  of  Dried  Milk^  etc*^  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres* 

The  value  of  goods  sold  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  was  £2,694  (£2,406 
in  1943).  The  supply  of  free  dried  milk  and  drugs  cost  the  Council  £928 

(£564  in  1943)- 

8* — Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Centres* 

There  are  three  ante-natal  clinics  held  weekly,  two  at  North  Road  and 
one  at  Fishwick  View.  The  attendances  of  patients  at  these  clinics  are  as 
follows  : 

Four  hundred  and  twenty  expectant  mothers  made  1338  attendances 
at  the  ante-natal  clinics,  as  compared  with  457  and  1511  in  1943. 

Forty-three  patients  made  43  attendances  at  the  post-natal  clinics,  as 
compared  with  19  and  19  last  year. 

These  figures  do  not  include  women  attending  clinics  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary  and  Sharoe  Green  Maternity  Departments. 

9* — Massage* 

Massage  is  carried  out  at  Fishwick  View,  North  Road  and  the  Stoneygate 
Day  Nursery. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-three  new  patients  and  123  old  patients  received 
2728  treatments.  Ninety-eight  were  discharged  as  cured  or  very  much 
improved,  and  32  failed  to  complete  the  course.  Sixty-one  children  were 
referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  for  advice  and  treatment. 

10* — Artificial  Sunlight* 

This  treatment  is  carried  out  at  Fishwick  View  and  at  the  Open  Air 
School.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  new  patients  and  92  old  patients 
received  5070  treatments.  (The  figures  for  last  year  were  305  new  cases, 
103  old  cases  and  5463  treatments.)  Three  hundred  and  forty-nine  were 
discharged  as  benefited  and  71  failed  to  complete  the  course. 
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IL — Dental  Treatment* 

Dental  treatment  is  carried  out  at  North  Road  every  Thursday  afternoon. 
Thirty-three  expectant  mothers,  52  nursing  mothers  and  61  children  made 
243  attendances.  The  treatment  carried  out  included  602  extractions,  39 
fillings  and  124  gas  administrations. 

Thirty-seven  applications  were  received  for  assistance  in  the  purchase 
of  artificial  teeth.  Of  these,  13  were  asked  to  pay  the  full  amount,  i  was 
granted  free,  and  in  23  cases  some  assistance  was  given.  This  service  cost 
the  Council  £107. 


12* — Infant  Life  Protection* 

There  were  28  boarded-out  children  under  observation  at  the  end  of 
1944.  The  Health  Visitors,  who  are  Infant  Life  Protection  Officers,  paid 
224  visits  to  these  children. 

13* — Care  of  Illegitimate  Children* 

In  pursuance  of  -Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  2866,  the  Council,  in 
December,  1944,  adopted  a  scheme  for  the  welfare  of  illegitimate  children. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Lancaster  Diocesan  Protection  and 
Rescue  Society  and  the  Preston  and  District  Moral  Welfare  Council  whereby 
unmarried  expectant  mothers  are  admitted  to  the  Societies’  Hostels  prior 
to  confinement  and  are  retained  there  for  a  period  after  confinement  until 
suitable  arrangements  are  made  for  the  welfare  of  mother  and  child.  The 
cases  are  submitted  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  who 
undertake  financial  responsibility  for  all  cases  approved  by  them. 

Both  the  organisations  mentioned  above  employ  a  trained  social  worker, 
who  gives  any  advice  or  assistance  which  may  be  needed  by  the  mother. 


14* — Care  of  Premature  Infants* 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  all  the  maternity  hospital  and  the 
domiciliary  midwives  to  include  the  birth  weight  on  all  notification  of  birth 
forms.  This  information  is  shown  on  the  forms  passed  to  the  Health  Visitors, 
so  that  under-weight  babies  may  be  given  special  attention.  Basket  cots 
with  detachable  linings,  containing  pockets  for  hot-water  bottles,  have  been 
purchased  and  are  loaned  out  in  case  of  need. 


15* — Control  of  Infestation* 

Cases  of  infestation  by  head  lice  are  usually  discovered  in  the  schools. 
As  the  Health  Visitors  are  also  school  nurses  it  is  possible  for  them  to  note 
the  least  satisfactory  families  and  to  keep  a  special  eye  on  them.  The  mother 
is  given  any  advice  and  assistance  necessary  to  enable  her  to  cleanse  the 
children’s  heads. 
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The  Health  Visitors  also  observe  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  of 
children  attending  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  impress  upon  the  mothers 
the  importance  of  general  cleanliness. 

Severe  cases  of  infestation  are  referred  to  the  Corporation’s  Cleansing 
Centre  at  Cuttle  Street  for  treatment. 


16* — Voluntary  Workers* 

Voluntary  workers  continue  to  give  valuable  assistance  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  and  Orthopaedic  Clinic.  Sixty- three  dinners  were  served 
during  the  year.  It  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  all  mothers  eligible  for  free 
dinners  are  not  taking  advantage  of  the  Scheme. 


17* — Maternity  Institutions* 

There  are  97  beds  for  maternity  cases,  35  at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  42 
at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  and  20  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Mount 
Street. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  applications  for  assistance  in  the  payment 
for  a  bed  in  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  were  considered  by  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Milk  and  Other  Services  Sub-Committee.  In  139  instances 
the  whole  cost  was  granted,  in  29  instances  part  cost  was  granted,  while  the 
remaining  10  were  not  allowed. 

Twenty  women  were  admitted  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  as  cases  of  special 
difficulty.  Sixty-one  women  were  admitted  for  ante-natal  treatment. 
Forty-four  of  these  applied  for  financial  assistance.  In  26  instances  the 
whole  cost  was  granted,  in  seven  instances  part  cost  was  granted,  while  no 
assistance  was  given  to  the  remaining  ii  cases.  The  remainder,  who  did 
not  apply  for  assistance,  agreed  to  pay  the  whole  cost. 

Since  April,  1943,  the  financial  cost  of  patients  receiving  ante-  and 
post-natal  treatment  in  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  has  been  borne  by  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee.  In  respect  of  these  cases  34 
applications  were  received.  In  23  instances  the  whole  cost  was  granted,  in 
four  instances  part  cost  was  granted,  and  in  the  remaining  seven  cases  no 
assistance  was  given.  Ten  mothers  agreed  to  pay  these  charges,  and  did 
not  apply  for  assistance.  The  cost  to  the  Council  of  this  service  was  £177. 


18* — Work  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses* 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  paid  446  visits  to  expectant  mothers. 
They  visited  1990  new-born  infants,  and  paid  19,626  visits  to  children 
between  the  ages  of  i  and  5.  They  visited  172  cases  of  infection  (71 
pneumonia).  In  all  they  paid  31,543  visits. 
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19* — War-time  Nurseries. 

During  the  year  1944  the  War-time  Nurseries  have  fulfilled  the  primary 
purpose  for  which  they  were  instituted,  releasing  on  an  average  400  women 
per  week  for  work. 

There  have  been  very  few  cases  in  which  a  child  has  been  admitted  to 
the  Nursery  during  the  illness  or  pregnancy  of  the  mother,  and  the  effect  on 
the  amount  of  women-power  released  has  been  negligible. 

Haighton  House  was  closed  in  December  owing  to  staffing  difficulties. 

There  has  been  no  addition  to  the  Nursery  premises,  the  total  capacity 
of  the  Nurseries  being  445  children  non-resident  and  42  resident. 

The  average  weekly  attendance  during  1944  was  465  children.  The 
highest  number  in  any  one  week  was  470  in  June,  and  the  lowest  was  352 
in  November. 

The  bus  service  to  Farringdon  Park  and  Holme  Slack,  with  the  daily 
overflow  of  children  from  Stoneygate  and  Gordon  Street  Nurseries  continues 
to  be  a  necessity. 

All  the  Nurseries  are  affiliated  to  the  National  Society  of  Day  Nurseries. 
Fifteen  probationers  entered  for  the  Nursery  Nurses’  Diplorna,  and  eight 
passed. 

Dr.  Krestin  continued  to  visit  the  Nurseries  throughout  the  year,  and 
we  feel  that  we  are  fortunate  in  retaining  his  skilled  services  for  the  children. 

The  staff  during  the  year  was  as  follows  :  i  superintendent,  ii  matrons, 
12  deputy  matrons,  4  nursery  nurses,  25  nursery  assistants,  46  probationers, 

5  qualified  teachers,  4  wardens,  i  acting-warden,  10  cooks,  9  kitchen 
assistants,  9  full-time  cleaners,  5  part-time  cleaners. 

Owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the  war,  no  decorating  has  been  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

The  average  cost  of  maintaining  a  child  for  one  week  at  the  Nursery 
is  between  25/-  and  30/-  per  week,  except  in  the  case  of  Residential  Nurseries 
where  the  cost  varies  between  40/-  and  45/-  a  week. 

The  great  benefit  the  Nurseries  can  give  to  the  children  who  come 
regularly  has  become  apparent  in  their  improved  health  and  mental  develop¬ 
ment.  The  mothers  seem  to  have  benefited  indirectly  from  their  association 
with  the  Nurseries,  as  fewer  children  return  after  the  week-end  verminous 
and  dirty.  However,  roughly  20  per  cent,  arrive  in  need  of  a  wash  in  the 
mornings.  The  mothers  are  paying  more  heed  to  the  advice  given  over  diets 
and  feeds. 

We  should  like  to  mention  our  appreciation  for  the  work  done  by  the 
qualified  teachers  on  the  Nursery  staff,  and  to  the  wardens  who  have  dealt 
so  successfully  with  the  training  and  development  of  the  children. 

We  are  fortunate  in  the  nursing  staff  itself.  Not  only  is  care  expended' 
on  the  routine  of  hygiene  and  diets,  but  a  visit  to  the  Nurseries  leaves  an 
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impression  of  an  atmosphere  of  genuine  affection  for,  and  attempt  to  give 
individual  understanding  to,  the  children  by  the  matrons  and  nurses. 

In  particular,  the  young  children  have  received  a  firm  basis  for  future 
health,  and  a  number  of  cases  of  rickets  and  anaemia  have  been  very 
successfully  treated  by  the  nursing  staff  carrying  out  Dr  Krestin’s  valued 
advice  and  treatments. 

In  December,  1944,  Miss  Wright,  the  Supervisor,  left  the  Council’s 
service,  and  a  new  Supervisor,  Miss  Bridgen,  commenced  duty  in  February, 

1945- 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  : 


Holme 

Slack 

Inisfail 

Farringdon 

Park 

Frenchwood 

Fishwick 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

2 

II 

•  •  * 

I 

Measles 

15 

8 

12 

•  •  • 

German  Measles 

2 

•  •  • 

8 

4 

Enteritis 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

Scabies 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria 

•  .  • 

8 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Mumps 

6 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

•  «  • 

Scarlet  Fever... 

I 

I 

Eldon 

Gordon 

Isherwood 

Ribbleton 

Stoneygate 

Street 

Street 

Street 

Avenue 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

4 

4 

2 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

.  *  • 

.  .  • 

5 

Measles 

46 

32 

•  *  • 

12 

2 

German  Measles 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

4 

6 

I 

Enteritis 

II 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Scabies 

3 

•  •  ♦ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria 

»  •  • 

.  .  • 

•  .  • 

2 

Mumps 

4 

.  .  . 

9 

3 

2 

Scarlet  Fever... 

•  •  • 

I 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

2 
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Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical 

Officer 

1st  January  to  31st  December,  1944 


A  short  summary  of  the  work  done  in  connection  with  the  School  Medical 
Service  and  an  assessment  of  the  health  of  school  children  during  1944  is  presented. 

Where  figures  are  given  in  brackets  they  refer  to  the  experience  in  1943. 

The  Medical  Staff  consists  of  one  whole-time  Officer  (Dr.  Gladys  McLean) 
and  part-time  Officers  Drs.  Ridehalgh  and  Folley.  The  part-time  Officers  give, 
roughly  speaking,  the  equivalent  of  a  whole-time  Officer.  In  view  of  the  shortage 
of  doctors  caused  by  the  demands  of  the  Services,  and  in  view  of  the  possibility 
of  profound  changes  in  the  School  Medical  Services  likely  to  eventuate  from  the 
discussions  on  the  reform  of  medical  practice  as  a  whole  and  now  in  progress, 
it  has  not  been  thought  advisable  to  recommend  to  the  Committee  any  whole-time 
appointment. 

The  Nursing  Staff  consists  of  15  trained  Nurses,  who  are  also  engaged  in 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work. 

The  Medical  Officers  examined  2036  (1354)  entrants  and  1161  (908)  leavers 
during  the  course  of  routine  medical  inspections.  The  Medical  Officers,  who  pay 
a  weekly  visit  to  each  school,  examined  during  these  visits  1703  (1568)  children 
referred  to  them  on  account  of  specific  defects  by  parents  or  teachers.  The 
total  number  of  interviews  was'  11,927  (9205).  209  children  were  examined  for 

Juvenile  Employment. 

Nutrition* 


The  new  entrants  are  classified  by  the  examining  Medical  Officers  by 
inspection  into  groups,  as  described  below  : 

Percentages  in 

1942 

1943 

1944 

A — Excellent 

12.8 

7.8 

14.1 

B — Normal... 

60.9 

80.8 

81. 1 

C — Slightly  subnormal 

254 

II. I 

4.6 

D — Badly  nourished 

0.7 

O.I 

— 

An  examination  of  the  results 

of  nutrition 

assessment 

during  the  last 

three  years  shows  an  increase  in  the  numbers  classified  as  normal,  and  this 
increase  is  accompanied  by  a  decrease  in  the  numbers  classified  as  subnormal. 


SCHOOL  MEALS*  (Information  supplied  by  the  Director  ot  Education.) 

The  School  Meals  Service  consists  of  the  provision  of  milk,  dinners  and 
teas.  The  last  twelve  months  has  seen  a  further  increase  in  the  provision. 
The  number  of  dining  centres  has  increased  from  37  to  38.  The  average 
daily  number  of  children  taking  dinners  is  approximately  2,500.  This  is  the 
maximum  which  the  present  kitchens  can  supply.  Information  as  to  the 
teas  supplied  to  children  of  school  age  whose  mothers  are  working  is  given 
under  Junior  Clubs. 

Two  additional  kitchens,  each  capable  of  supplying  2,000  dinners  per 
day,  are  projected.  One  at  the  Open  Air  School  site  is  in  course  of  erection  ; 
the  other  at  Chatburn  Road,  Ribbleton,  has  received  the  general  approval  of 
the  Minister.  These  are  the  two  kitchens  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report. 
It  is  expected  that  the  Open  Air  School  kitchen  will  be  open  about  September. 
It  is  not  possible  at  present  to  give  a  precise  date  as  to  the  opening  of  the 
Chatburn  Road  Centre. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1945,  approximately  3,000,000 
bottles  of  milk  were  consumed  in  Public  Elementary  Schools.  This  represents 
a  daily  average  of  approximately  13,536. 

In  addition  to  the  two  2,000-dinner  kitchens  referred  to  above,  two 
kitchens  and  dining  rooms  for  500  dinners  are  being  erected  in  1945 — at  the 
Park  School  and  Grammar  School — to  improve  and  augment  the  existing 
facilities  there. 

Cleanliness* 

A  summary  of  the  findings  of  the  surveys  made  by  the  School  Nurses 
during  the  last  three  years  is  appended.  These  surveys  consist  of  inspections 
of  individual  children  in  all  the  Elementary  Schools  three  times  a  year. 


Precentages  in 

1942 

1943 

Girls 

1944 

Boys 

Clean 

84.4 

83.2 

80.6 

94.2 

Slight  infection 

10.3 

8.3 

97 

4-4 

Moderate  infection 

3-1 

6.0 

5-9 

0.9 

Major  infection 

2.2 

2.5 

3-5 

0-5 

63  children  were  cleansed  by  the  staffs  at  the  Cuttle  Street  and  Ellen 
Street  Centres  and  the  remainder  at  home. 

Comparative  figures  for  boys  and  girls  separately  are  not  available,  but 
there  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  findings.  Considering  the  demands 
made  by  the  war  on  the  mothers  and  children,  the  state  of  affairs  cannot  be 
regarded  as  unsatisfactory. 


Scabies* 

A  very  satisfactory  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  treated  during  the 
year  is  recorded.  The  number  of  school  children  treated  at  the  Cuttle  Street 
and  Ellen  Street  Centres  in  the  last  three  3/ears  is  884,  1324  and  842.  The 
eradication  of  this  disease  from  a  household  depends  upon  the  willingness 
of  all  the  members  of  it  to  be  treated. 


Impetigo,  other  Skin  Diseases,  etc* 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  treatments  given  by  the 
Nurses  for  impetigo  and  other  skin  diseases  from  6708  to  5521.  Minor 
eye  defects,  such  as  conjunctivitis  number  about  the  same  as  last  year,  2486. 

Minor  Ear  Defects* 

This  includes  conditions  such  as  eczema  of  the  ear,  wax,  earache  and 
all  major  serious  defects,  such  as  discharge  from  the  ear,  indicating  middle- 
ear  disease.  The  number  of  treatments  given  was  4516  (4531). 

Vision* 

713  (713)  children  were  submitted  for  refraction,  and  of  these  484  (500) 
received  prescriptions  for  spectacles,  441  (518)  children  obtained  new 

spectacles.  885  (966)  children  attended  for  annual  review  of  the  condition, 
and  the  total  attendances  at  the  Clinic  numbered  2048  (2344).  Spectacles 
were  supplied  free  in  27  (34)  instances. 

Nose  and  Throat* 

474  children  received  operative  treatment  at  the  Sharoe  Green  Hospital 
for  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids.  520  cases  were  referred,  417  by  School 
Medical  Officers  and  103  by  Private  Practitioners,  for  examination  and/or 
treatment. 

Dental  Treatment* 

10642  (9621)  children  were  seen  in  the  routine  age  groups.  1569  (1552) 
were  seen  as  emergencies.  In  the  routine  age  groups  49.1  per  cent  (52  per 
cent.)  were  found  to  require  treatment,  and  of  these  65.1  per  cent.  (68  per 
cent.)  accepted  treatment.  At  the  six  Secondary  Schools  2412  pupils  were 
inspected,  and  of  these  47.7  per  cent,  were  found  to  require  treatment. 

Orthopaedic* 

105  (S4)  new  cases  attended  the  Special  Clinic  held  at  the  Open  Air 
School,  Moor  Park  ;  a  total  of  223  (195)  children  attended  for  treatment, 
and  made  1323  (1100)  attendances.  Five  children  were  treated  in  the  Heswall 
Hospital  School,  two  at  Myrtle  Street  Hospital,  Liverpool,  one  in  the 
Biddulph  Grange  Hospital,  and  two  in  Sharoe  Green  Hospital.  20  X-rays 
were  performed  at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  122  appliances  and  surgical  boots 
were  fitted,  and  165  children  were  given  a  course  of  remedial  exercises  at 
the  Clinic. 

Infectious  Diseases* 

There  has  been  a  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  and  mumps,  and  a  slight  increase  in  diphtheria  affecting  school  children 
during  the  year.  Measles  and  whooping  cough,  on  the  other  hand,  show  a 
considerable  decrease  on  the  figures  of  the  previous  year. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  continued  among  pre-school  and 
school  children,  839  (1117)  of  the  former  and  1436  (1234)  of  the  latter  were 
immunised  during  the  year.  Children  protected  in  infancy  are  now  receiving 
a  further  course  on  entering  school.  Approximately  85  per  cent,  of  school 
children  are  protected.  The  value  of  diphtheria  immunisation  is  dealt  with 
in  the  Public  Health  Report. 
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Mental  Deficiency, 

35  (41)  children  were  referred  to  the  Medical  Officer  for  assessment  of 
mental  capacity.  The  classification  was  as  follows  :  imbeciles,  5  (4)  ; 
feeble-minded,  28  (35)  ;  dull  or  backward,  2  (2).  The  feeble-minded  children 
were  dealt  with  as  follows  :  Notified  to  the  Mental  Deficiency  Committee 
as  ineducable,  4  ;  recommended  for  Special  Residential  School,  i  ;  and  for 
the  Special  Day  School  at  Moor  Park,  23.  72  children  were  attending  Moor 

Park  Special  School  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Seven  Preston  children 
categorized  as  feeble-minded  were  in  Institutions,  namely  Royal  Albert 
Institution,  5  ;  Pontville,  2. 

Physically  Defective, 

Nine  children  (4  being  trainees)  are  in  the  Fulwood  Home  for  the  Blind, 
and  one  in  the  Catholic  Blind  School,  Liverpool.  Eight  children  are  in  the 
Royal  Cross  School  for  the  Deaf,  and  two  at  Boston  Spa.  Two  epileptic 
children  are  in  the  Soss  Moss  Institution  and  two,  suffering  from  crippling 
defects,  are  at  the  Derwen  Cripples  Training  College.  There  were  13 1 
children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1944  at  the  Open  Air  School,  Moor 
Park.  57  were  admitted  during  the  year.  The  principal  reasons  for  ad¬ 
mission  were  debility,  bronchitis,  malnutrition,  heart  defects,  asthma  and 
anaemia.  Among  45  leavers  16  were  regarded  as  fit  to  re-attend  an  ordinary 
Public  Elementary  School,  five  were  removed  at  the  request  of  parents,  and 
four  left  the  town.  533  children  were  examined  by  the  Doctor  in  connection 
with  ultra-violet  ray  treatment. 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Treatment, 

674  children  had  treatment  at  the  Open  Air  School  and  Fishwick  View 
Clinics,  making  9762  attendances.  The  Clinics  were  held  on  344  sessions. 

SCHOOL  GARDENING, 

During  the  year  36  schools  worked  over  92  plots,  each  approximately 
400  square  yards.  £72  worth  of  seeds  were  purchased  during  the  year,  and 
a  considerable  quantity  of  produce  of  all  kinds  was  grown,  although,  owing 
to  the  weather,  the  results  were  not  as  good  as  usual.  During  the  year 
about  1,000  children  helped  in  the  cultivation.  As  in  previous  years,  all 
produce  was  sold  to  children  of  the  schools  at  approximately  half  the  current 
retail  prices. 

JUNIOR  CLUBS, 

The  Junior  Club  Service,  for  the  care  of  children  of  school  age  whose 
mothers  are  working,  was  continued  throughout  the  year.  Two  Clubs  were 
closed  owing  to  a  decreased  demand  in  the  areas  concerned.  Unaccompanied 


evacuees  from  the  South  were  accepted  in 
year’s  work  are  as  follows  : 

the  Clubs. 

The  results 

1944-5 

1943-4 

Number  of  Clubs 

II* 

II 

Total  number  of  Teas  served 

73>4ii 

95,441 

Total  number  of  Attendances 

83,68it 

101,945 

Total  average  on  roll 

523-2 

595-5 

Average  number  of  Teas  served  daily 

313-7 

394-8 

Average  Daily  Attendance  ... 

357-6 

420.6 

Percentage  Attendance 
*  Two  clubs  closed  during  the  year. 

68,5 

70.6 

I  Of  these  1,715  attendances  were  made  by  evacuees  from  the  South. 
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PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

Physical  Education  'has  in  the  Elementary  Schools  maintained  the 
standard  of  previous  years.  The  slight  increase  in  the  allocation  of  physical 
training  and  games  equipment,  in  particular  of  plimsols,  has  helped  to  alleviate 
the  growing  shortage. 

Schools  once  more  have  taken  advantage  of  the  scheme  providing 
facilities  on  the  parks  and  playing  fields  for  organised  games  lessons  for 
senior  pupils.  Swimming  classes  at  Saul  Street  Baths  maintained  their 
popularity.  1,185  proficiency  and  131  Royal  Life-Saving  Certificates  were 
awarded. 

Over  a  period  of  12  weeks  a  Dance  Course  for  women  teachers  was  held 
at  Trinity  Council  School. 

Local  Education  Authority  Youth  Centres  and  Voluntary  Youth 
Organisations  were  again  provided  with  Leaders  for  physical  training,  boxing, 
wrestling,  keep-fit,  dancing.  Central  swimming  clubs,  both  summer  and 
winter,  proved  an  attraction.  Cricket  and  netball  coaching  was  arranged, 
the  latter  followed  by  a  tournament.  The  Junior  Youth  Football  League, 
promoted  by  the  Youth  Council,  continues  to  flourish,  and  has  now  widened 
its  interests  to  inter-town  matches. 

CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC. 

This  Clinic  has  now  completed  two  years’  service,  and  details  of  the  work 
carried  out  in  1944  are  appended  hereto.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there 
were  14  cases  on  the  waiting  list  and  64  (97)  cases,  45  boys  and  19  girls,  were 
referred  during  the  year.  50  (76)  cases  were  clinically  examined,  6(7)  were 
withdrawn  for  various  reasons  before  they  could  be  seen,  and  22  (14)  were 
on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  the  50  cases  examined,  28  (59) 
were  recommended  for  treatment,  13(13)  were  regarded  as  being  unsuitable 
for  Child  Guidance  Clinic  methods,  in  4  cases  advice  was  given  and 
recommendations  made,  and  5  (4)  were  deferred  for  the  purposes  of  observa¬ 
tion.  Reports  were  sent  to  Magistrates  on  5  (ii)  cases.  The  total  number 
of  cases  under  treatment  on  December  31st  was  29  (26),  25  (15)  were  closed 
after  treatment  and  8  (10)  were  awaiting  treatment.  Of  the  25  closed  cases 
7  became  adjusted,  9  were  considerably  improved,  5  were  partially  improved 
and  4  did  not  respond  at  all. 
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